




243

He says to us, ‘Who is among you that feareth the
Lord, . . that walketh in darkness, and hath no light?
let him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay upon
his God.’ Isa. 50:7-10.

“ ‘The prince of this world cometh,’ said Jesus,
‘and hath nothing in Me.’ John 14:30. There was in
Him nothing that responded to Satan’s sophistry.
He did not consent to sin. Not even by a thought did
He yield to temptation. So it may be with us. Christ’s
humanity was united with divinity; He was fitted for
the conflict by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. And
He came to make us partakers of the divine nature.
So long as we are united to Him by faith, sin has no
more dominion over us. God reaches for the hand
of faith in us to direct it to lay fast hold upon the
divinity of Christ, that we may attain to perfection
of character.

And how this is accomplished, Christ has shown
us. By what means did He overcome in the conflict
with Satan? By the Word of God. Only by the Word
could He resist temptation. ‘It is written,’ He said.
And unto us are given ‘exceeding great and precious
promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the
divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is
in the world through lust.’ 2 Peter 1:4. Every prom-
ise in God’s Word is ours. ‘By every word that
proceedeth out of the mouth of God’ are we to live.
When assailed by temptation, look not to circum-
stances or to the weakness of self, but to the power
of the Word. All its strength is yours. ‘Thy Word,’
says the psalmist, ‘have I hid in mine heart, that I
might not sin against Thee.’ ‘By the word of Thy lips
I have kept me from the paths of the destroyer.’ Ps.
119:11; 17:4.”—The Desire of Ages, pp. 122-123.

FINDING FORGIVENESS—“Jesus does not ask
this sufferer to exercise faith in Him. He simply says,
‘Rise, take up thy bed, and walk.’ But the man’s faith
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takes hold upon that word. Every nerve and muscle
thrills with new life, and healthful action comes to
his crippled limbs. Without question he sets his will
to obey the command of Christ, and all his muscles
respond to his will. Springing to his feet, he finds
himself an active man.

“Jesus had given him no assurance of divine help.
The man might have stopped to doubt, and lost his
one chance of healing. But he believed Christ’s word,
and in acting upon it he received strength.

“Through the same faith we may receive spiritual
healing. By sin we have been severed from the life of
God. Our souls are palsied. Of ourselves we are no
more capable of living a holy life than was the impo-
tent man capable of walking . . Let these despond-
ing, struggling ones look up. The Saviour is bend-
ing over the purchase of His blood, saying with in-
expressible tenderness and pity, ‘Wilt thou be made
whole?’ He bids you arise in health and peace. Do
not wait to feel that you are made whole. Believe His
word, and it will be fulfilled. Put your will on the
side of Christ. Will to serve Him, and in acting upon
His word you will receive strength. Whatever may
be the evil practice, the master passion which
through long indulgence binds both soul and body,
Christ is able and longs to deliver.”—The Desire of
Ages, pp. 202-203.

OUR LIFE IN THE HANDS OF GOD—“Our heav-
enly Father does not willingly afflict or grieve the
children of men. He has His purpose in the whirl-
wind and in the storm, in the fire and in the flood.
The Lord permits calamities to come to His people
to save them from greater dangers. He desires ev-
eryone to examine his own heart closely and care-
fully, and then draw near to God, that God may draw
near to him.
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“Our life is in the hands of God. He sees dangers
threatening us that we cannot see. He is the giver of
all our belessings; the provider of all our mercies;
the orderer of all our experiences. He sees the per-
ils that we cannot see. He may permit to come upon
His people that which fills their hearts with sad-
ness, because He sees that they need to make straight
paths for their feet, lest the lame be turned out of
the way. He knows our frame, and remembers that
we are dust. Even the very hairs of our head are
numbered. He works through natural causes to lead
His people to remember that He has not forsaken
them, but that He desires them to forsake the way
which, if they were permitted to follow unchecked
and unreproved, would lead them into great peril.
Trials come to us all to lead us to investigate our
hearts, and to see if they are purified from all that
defiles. Constantly the Lord is working to our present
and eternal good . .

“Every soul that is saved must be a partaker with
Christ of His sufferings, that he may be a partaker
with Him of His glory. How few understand why God
subjects then to trial. It is by the trial of our faith
that we gain spiritual strength. The Lord seeks to
educate His people to lean wholly upon Him . .

“Let everyone examine his own course of action.
Let everyone ask himself whether he is meeting the
standard that God has placed before him. Can we
say from the heart, I lay aside my own will? ‘I de-
light to do Thy will, O my God: yea, Thy law is within
my heart?’ Do we ask daily, ‘Lord, What is Thy will
concerning me?’ ”—In Heavenly Places, p. 265.

ON THE MARCH TO DEATH—“Satan is busily at
work in our crowded cites. His work is to be seen in
the confusion, strife and discord between labor and
capital, and the hypocrisy that has come into the
churches. That men may not take time to mditate. Sa-
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tan leads them into a round of gayety and pleasure-
seeking, of eating and drinking. He fills them with am-
bition to make an exhibition that will exalt self. Step
by step, the world is reaching the conditions that ex-
isted in the days of Noah. Every conceivable crime is
committed. The lust of the flesh, the pride of the eyes,
the desplay of selfishness, the misuse of power, the
cruelty, and the force used to cause men to unite with
confederacies and unions—binding themselves up in
bundles for the burning of the great fires of the last
days—all these are the working of satanic agencies.
The round of crime and folly men call “life”. .

“The world, who act as though there were no God,
absorbed in selfish pursuits, will soon experience sud-
den destruction, and shall not excape. Many continue
in the careless gratification of self until they become so
digusted with life that they kill themselves. Dancing
and carousing, drinking and smoking, indulging their
animal passions, they go as an ox to the slaughter. Satan
is working with all his art and enchantments to keep
men marching blindly onward until the Lord arises
out of His place to punish the inhabitants of the earth
for their iniquities, when the earth shall disclose her
blood and no more cover her slain. The world appears
to be in the march to death . . I am bidden to declare
the message that cities full of transgression, and sinful
in the extreme, will be destroyed by earthquakes, by
fire, by flood. All the world will be warned that there is
a God who will display His authority as God. His un-
seen agencies will cause destruction, devastation, and
death. All the accumulated riches will be as nothing-
ness . .

“Calamities will come—calamities most awful, most
unexpected; and these destructions will follow one af-
ter another. If there will be a heeding of the warning
that God has given, and if churches will repent, re-
turning to their allegiance, then other cities may be
spared for a time. But if men who have been deceived
continue in the same way in which they have been walk-
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ing, diregarding the law of God and presenting false-
hoods before the people, God allows them to suffer
calamity, that their senses may be awakened . .

“The Lord will not suddenly cast off all transgres-
sors or destroy entire nations; but He will punish cit-
ies and places where men have given themselves up to
the possession of satanic agencies. Strickly will the cit-
ies of the nations be dealt with, and yet they will not
visited in the extreme of God’s indignation, because
some souls will yet break away from the delusions of
the enemy, and will repent and be converted, while the
mass will be treasuring up wrath against the day of
wrath.”—Evangelism, 26-27.

“As we near the close of this world’s history, the
prophecies recorded by Daniel demand our special
attention, as they relate to the very time in which we
are living. With them should be linked the teachings of
the last book of the New Testament Scriptures. Satan
has led many to believe that the prophetic portions of
the writings of Daniel and John the revelator cannot
be understood. But the promise  is plain that a special
blessing will accompany the study of these prophe-
cies.”—Prophets and Kings, 547.

ADDITIONAL ENCOURAGEMENT—“At all times
and in all places, in all sorrows and in all afflic-
tions, when the outlook seems dark and the future
perplexing, and we feel helpless and alone, the Com-
forter will be sent in answer to the prayer of faith.
Circumstances may separate us from every earthly
friend; but no circumstance, no distance, can sepa-
rate us from the heavenly Comforter.”—The Desire
of Ages, pp. 669-670.

“Never can the cost of our redemption be real-
ized until the redeemed shall stand with the Re-
deemer before the throne of God. Then as the glo-
ries of the eternal home burst upon our enraptured
senses we shall remember that Jesus left all this for
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us, that He not only became an exile from the heav-
enly courts, but for us took the risk of failure and
eternal loss. Then we shall cast our crowns at His
feet, and raise the song, ‘Worthy is the Lamb that
was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom,
and strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing.’
Rev. 5:12.”—The Desire of Ages, p. 131.

A VEW OF HEAVEN—“There, immortal minds will
contemplate with never-failing delight the wonders
of creative power, the mysteries of redeeming love.
There will be no cruel, deceiving foe to tempt to for-
getfulness of God. Every faculty will be developed,
every capacity increased. The acquirement of knowl-
edge will not weary the mind or exhaust the ener-
gies. There the grandest enterprises may be carried
forward, the loftiest aspirations reached, the high-
est ambitions realized; and still there will arise new
heights to surmount, new wonders to admire, new
truths to comprehend, fresh objects to call forth the
powers of mind and soul and body.

“All the treasures of the universe will be open to
the study of God’s redeemed. Unfettered by mortal-
ity, they wing their tireless flight to worlds afar—
worlds that thrilled with sorrow at the spectacle of
human woe and rang with songs of gladness at the
tidings of a ransomed soul. With unutterable de-
light the children of earth enter into the joy and the
wisdom of unfallen beings. They share the treasures
of knowledge and understanding gained through
ages upon ages in contemplation of God’s handi-
work. With undimmed vision they gaze upon the
glory of creation—suns and stars and systems, all
in their appointed order circling the throne of Deity.
Upon all things, from the least to the greatest, the
Creator’s name is written, and in all are the riches
of His power displayed.”—Great Controversy pp.
677-678.
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