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Did you know that God’s original 
plan for His SDA church is far different 
than the way the church is operating 
today?  Most of us lay people and 
indeed most ministers are not aware of 
this. Why has this come about?  Well 
there are several reasons, one of the 
most crucial being that 
in the last 40-50 years 
there has been a great 
lack of individual, 
personal study among 
God’s people.  We have 
grown accustomed to 
being spoon-fed by 
prepared programs, 
p r e p a r e d  l e s s on s , 
prepared seminars , prepared 
morning watch books and in 
depth, personal searching of 
the scriptures and Spirit of 
Prophecy to really find out 
‘what is the way of the Lord’ is hardly 
heard of in our churches any more. 

God gave counsel in the early years 
of our church, that if it had been 
followed would have made us today 
one of the wonders of the world!  But it 
hasn’t been followed!  No. That’s the 
truth, It hasn’t been followed and don’t 
let anyone try to tell you it has!  Our 
denomination was set up to be different, 
the ways of the worldly churches of 
Babylon were not to be found in them.  
These ways, given by the Spirit of 
Prophecy, seemed strange to our early 
pioneers as they appeared to be in many 
cases unwise when judged by worldly 
wisdom,  but they were of God, who 
sees not as man seeth.  

 Now as we look back and study 
what was the original plan in the light 
of the things shaping up in the world 

today, we can see that the very plan of 
action that seemed unwise back then 
would have protected God’s people 
from many a heartache and problem 
and have made us to be wondered at 
in this day of confusion and strife.  
But they either compromised and only 
followed partly or they totally rejected 
God’s counsel and followed not at all!  
And today Woe is upon us! 

Our health message, 
our health institutions 
are often held up with 
pride saying, “See 
what manner of 
stones and what 
buildings are here!” 
But the the original 
plan, God given, has 
been rejected and 

what is there is just 
patterned after the 
world and has failed to 
show even a shadow 
of what God  wanted 

us to show to the world! 
Did you know that we were not 

to have great hospitals, we were not to 
practice drug medicine!  Instead of 
huge institutions, we were to have had 
thousands of small ‘Health Clinics’ all 
over,  that would practice the simple, 
but effective natural remedies for 
illness.  Water treatments, massage, 
Herbal remedies and at  the 
foundation, hygienic diet and lifestyle 
counseling. Small clinics were to be 
found in every church building with 
the people in every church trained in 
the simple, but effective natural 
methods of relieving suffering and 
bringing the truth of the importance of 
God’s law in both the physical and 
spiritual realms, to the people.  The 
treatments would be economical, the 

BELIEVE IT OR NOT! 

We need to restudy our 
roots, to see where we 
have left God’s plan. 
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equipment was minimal and within 
the reach of all. Work would have 
been abundant for our people and 
money would have flowed in from the 
thousands of little sources, clinics and 
small sanitariums.  No million dollar 
‘proton accelerators were ever to be 
the boast or need of God’s peculiar 
people.  God has given us light above 
all peoples and He would 
have kept us  on the 
‘Cutting edge’ of natural 
hea l t h ,  t h e  l e ad in g 
authorities in the world in 
the natural treatment of 
illness. What suffering 
would have been relieved 
and prevented by this course 
of action, what a bulwark 
against the oppressive, 
domineering inroads of the 
medical hierarchy our 
simple, effective, God given 
light would have been to the 
world.  In an age where the 
m e d i c a l  b i l l s  a r e 
bankrupting the nations, we 
would have been the eighth wonder of 
the world! 

Now others are doing what we 
were meant to do and succeeding as 
we were meant to have done, but 
unfortunately in many cases the 
poison of the serpent in the form of 
‘NewAge’ teachings have been mixed 
in with the natural, God given truth 
and are snaring the unwary.  Always 
remember, the only form of healing 
that God approved are the natural 
ways He taught us- the oppressive 
medical hierarchy of today is not part 
of His plan- Don’t let anyone tell you 
different!  Study for yourself and see 
what is truth! 

Did you know that originally we 

had no ‘church Pastors’?  That’s right! 
This is a following of the worldly 
churches. Our ordained ministers were 
to work primarily on outreach, doing 
evangelism and giving Bible studies to 
outsiders.  The churches were run by 
the ordinary members.  Visiting the sick 
was the job of deacons and deaconesses 
as well as was the care  of the poor and 

handicapped in the 
c h u r c h  f a m i l y .  
C o u n s e l i n g  a n d 
spiritual concerns 
were to be handled by 
the elders.  Church 
b o a r d s  a n d 
committees were to 
function with full 
church authority 
under Christ and the 
ordained ministers 
were not to be 
involved in them, 
even as advisors! 
Business matters 
were to be handled 
by the church 

members, and by business people,  not 
ministers. 

There was  to be no set document 
of  church ‘beliefs’, and no church 
manual!  Instead members were to pray 
and search the Spirit of Prophecy 
counsels and scriptures for guidance 
and the Lord would be responsible for 
leading His people in harmony and 
unity.  Why are our churches so 
impotent that they look to the churches 
of Babylon for guidance in church 
matters?  Because they have looked to 
man’s ways and have not sought God’s 
leading! 

There was to be no ‘Head’ 
deacons, deaconesses or elders, because 

(Continued on page 4) 

Small sanatariums and 
clinics in many areas, 
using hygeinic methods, 
was the original plan for 
SDA health services. 
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(Continued from page 3) 
as Christ said, “All ye are brethren.”  
Instead each would take turns for a 
month, or a quarter, providing 
leadership so each would have a 
chance.  

Sermons by pastors 
were to be the exceptions 
rather than the rule.  
Instead the people would 
engage in Bible study, 
different ones would share 
results of their personal 
study with the others and 
testimony meetings would 
be frequent.  Worship 
would be decent and 
orderly but no set pattern 
had to be followed.  There 
was room for the 
development of all talents 
and gifts in the body and 
no hierarchy stood over.  
The individual church 
brotherhood was the 
highest authority and the 
conferences and divisions existed 
only to serve these churches, not to 
set rules, guidelines or dictate to the 
churches.  Each division was to have 
full charge of its own affairs, there 
was to be no kingly authority! 

A t  o n e  t i m e  a l s o ,  t h e 
congregations owned and managed 
their own church buildings that they 
had built with their labor and gifts.  
Now if the Conference gets into 
financial troubles, which is very likely 
to happen in the near future, the 
congregation can have their church 
sold out from under them! 

You see God intended to lead His 
people directly, through His spirit, 
there would be complete harmony and 
organization.  Just as the birds know 

when to migrate and the trees when to 
blossom, without directors, dictators, 
or man made manuals, so His people 
were to know no authority but His 
own. But Man thinks it is dangerous 
not to have everything and everybody 

all under absolute 
authority-  But that is 
the way of Satan and the 
world, not God’s way.  
In God’s plan everyone 
is equal but different, 
f ree  but  se rving 
willingly under the 
Spirit.  It is the way of 
Heaven and the only 
way that will finally be 
successful! 
I urge you, dear 
Christian believers, 
Study to learn God’s 
ways,  get to know 
what was His plan for 
His Church!  See for 
yourself the myriad 
ways we have left the 

path and followed the ways of 
Baalim!  Break every yoke made by 
the plans of man and come under the 
Yoke of Jesus and follow His 
wonderful plan for His Peculiar 
People.  Then and only then will we 
see the Power promised to the church, 
come into action! It won’t help to be 
‘united’ and be following the way of 
the world! But when we follow the 
way of the Spirit,  we will 
automatically be united because we’ll 
be led by the true ‘head’ which is 
God! BELIEVE IT OR NOT!	 

Much that is done by 
 Pastors today, was to have 
been done by the members 
themselves. 


























