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Introduction 
 
 The Roman Catholic Church has in recent years circulated many booklets and tracts to inform the 
public concerning its doctrines and practices. These publications, as well as numerous radio speeches and 
programs, have cheered many persons and probably vexed others. 
 After many years of contact with both Protestants and Catholics, as well as months of Study, the 
author is convinced that there are some disagreements between the two religious groups which, if clarified, 
would help adherents of all Christian faiths to better understand each other. To bring this about, men will 
have to be open-minded, and free from all feelings of controversy and prejudice. They must be willing to 
search for truth and accept it, whether it comes from the Roman Catholic Church or from any other source. 
 An honest person should be persuaded by truth. A prejudiced person is easily blinded and irritated; 
he is a poor candidate for honest conclusions. The individual who cherishes such traits becomes angry 
when his way of thinking is disturbed or is proved false. 
 The apostle James writes: If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that gives to all men 
liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.” James 1:5. Will you pray as you read this book that 
God will guide you to a fuller understanding of the basic doctrines of the Holy Scriptures that clarify many 
of the problems over which Catholicism and Protestantism disagree? 
 Some persons have a tendency to read until they find a statement with which they do not agree, or 
do not fully understand; then they discard the whole book. Paul writes: “Prove all things; hold fast that 
which is good.”. 1 Thessalonians 5:21. The wise man Solomon states: He that answers a matter before he 
hears it, it is folly and shame unto him.” Proverbs 18: 13. 
 In this book the subject treated in a chapter is interwoven with what precedes and what follows. So 
if the reader selects a topic at random, he will not get the full force of the Scriptural argument. 
 When a text is quoted from the Holy Bible, the corresponding reference is given. In some cases 
where the chapters and the verses of the Douay Catholic Bible and the King James Version do not coincide, 
both references are given. This will give the reader opportunity to look them up in either or both the 
Catholic Bible or the Protestant Bible. 
 The names of the books in the King James Version and the corresponding books of the Douay 
Version are given in the Biblical Index. Some of the books have different names. For example, The 
Revelation in the King James Version is The Apocalypse in the Douay Version. Apocalypse is the Greek 
word for Revelation. Sometimes the same name is spelled differently, like Jonah in the Protestant Bible and 
Jonas in the Catholic. This is due largely to the softening of some of the harsher Hebrew sounds, which 
Greeks and Latins found hard to pronounce. For example, we have Jeremiah in the King James, Jeremias in 
the Catholic, and Yirmeyah in the Hebrew; Ezekiel, instead of Yeliezkel; Hezekiah, instead of Hizkiyah. 
(See Why Catholics Should Read the Bible, John Murphy Company, Baltimore, Maryland.) 
 The authors of the books of the Bible did not write the headings or titles to them. Thus, different 
translators have assigned variant names to the books. The two books of Parlipomenon are so called because 
they treat on “things passed over.” They contain some matter not found in the preceding books called the 
Kings. In the King James Version they are called Chronicles. 
 The two Bibles differ also in numbering the Psalms. The King James Version has Psalms 9 and 10 
as in Hebrew, but the Catholic combines the two into one Psalm. This makes the Douay Version one unit 
behind. That is, Psalm 9 in the King James is Psalm 8 in the Douay, etc. The Catholic Bible divides Psalm 
147 into 146 and 147, so Psalm 148 again agrees in both Bibles. 
 The books of the Bible in the original languages were not divided into chapters and verses at the 
time they were written. The division was made later, so the chapters and the verses do not always coincide 
in the two Bibles. This is a man made arrangement for convenience and has nothing to do with the content 
of the books. 
 It is the sincere desire of the writer that both Protestants and Catholics will study their respective 
Bibles and from them receive a better comprehension of the Biblical doctrines that perplex so 
many.  
 
J. H. MEIER. 
 
 



1. The Holy Bible Is All True 
 
 CATHOLICS and Protestants agree that the Holy Bible is God's word, and that it “is all true.” 
This is stated in the booklet What You Should Know About the Catholic Church, page 19, sponsored by the 
Catholic Information Service, La Crosse, Wisconsin. 
 American Catholic archbishops and bishops gathered at Baltimore made the following declaration: 
“The Bishops of this country assembled at the Third Plenary Council of Baltimore, urged the Catholic 
people to read the Holy Bible. 'We hope, Bishop said, 'that no family can be found amongst us without a 
correct version of the Holy Scriptures.' They recommend, furthermore, 'If it be not always feasible in the 
morning, at least every evening, at a fixed hour, let the entire family be assembled for night prayers, 
followed by a short reading of the Holy Scriptures, the Following of Christ, or some other pious book.... 
 “Our late Holy Father, Leo XIII, on the I3th day of December, 1808, granted to all the faithful 
who will read the Holy Gospels for a quarter of an hour each day, an Indulgence of three hundred years. 
And to those who follow this practice for a month, a Plenary Indulgence on any day within the month on 
which they approach with sacraments and pray for the intention of His Holiness. “Pastoral Letter of the 
Archbishops and Bishops of the United States, quoted in Why Catholics Should Read the Bible, John 
Murphy Company (Roman Catholic), Baltimore, Maryland. 

These Catholic bishops and archbishops made their position clear when they said: “We hope that 
no family can be found amongst us without a correct version of the Holy Scriptures,” and they encouraged 
the use of the Holy Scriptures in family devotions. 
 The Holy Bible is God's inspired word. “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God.” 2, Timothy 
3: 16. “For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spoke as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost.” 2 Peter 1:21. “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” 
Psalm 119:105 (Catholic Douay Version, Psalm 118:105). “Thy word is truth.” John 17: 17. 
 It is evident that since the Holy Bible is God's word, it is the truth, and we should study it. Truth is 
never contradictory; wherever taught, it always agrees with itself. Why should we be content to live 
without the confidence and strength that comes from knowing the truth when there is a ready source in the 
Bible? 
 The reading of the Scriptures is not restricted to a particular few. The Bible is needed in family 
worship and in private devotions alike. It is important that we pray, but it is also important that we read the 
Holy Bible. When we pray we speak to God; but when we read the Bible, God speaks to us. The Holy 
Bible is an expression of God's will. It is a letter from Him given through the holy prophets and apostles to 
the children of men. When we receive a letter from a friend we find time to read it. In the same way we 
should also find time to read God's word. 
 In Paul's day many rejected the apostle's preaching because they did not know what the Scriptures 
taught. Acts 17: 10,11. So today, individuals who are not willing to search the Holy Bible to know God's 
will concerning them do not know what to believe. Many take it for granted that what they already know is 
sufficient to assure them of heaven. Some seem to be certain of their religious ideas, even though they 
hardly ever look inside the Bible. 
However, the only way to know God's will for us is to read the Holy Book of God every day. 
 When Paul came to Berea he spoke highly of its people, because they were different from those in 
Thessalonica. He says: “These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word 
with all readiness of mind, and searched the Scriptures daily, whether those things were so.” Acts 17:11. 
They read the Bible. When they discovered that Paul preached Bible truth, they accepted his teachings. 
 There are some persons who seem to be afraid to study the Sacred Writings because they fear that 
they might find something to upset their religious thinking and practice. Whenever anyone finds something 
in the Holy Bible that is clearly contrary to what he believes, he can be sure that his belief is wrong. Every 
person who wants to be in harmony with God's teachings must go to the Bible often. 
 Many Protestants have the erroneous idea that Catholics never read the Bible. This is not true, for 
you may buy Catholic Bibles in practically every Catholic bookstore in America. 
 There are, however, some Catholics who still hesitate to open the Bible and read it. I have been 
with many who would not read for themselves, but they would listen to me as I read to them out of their 
own Catholic Bible. The true church agrees with God's word, and combats error with it. The Bible is the 
“sword.” If a church holds doctrines contrary to the teachings of Jesus Christ, the apostles, and the 



prophets, then those doctrines are wrong. Both cannot be right. 
 We should study the Holy Bible with prayer and without fear of offending anyone. If “the Holy 
Bible is all true,” then we should not be afraid to read it. The Bible is not written in such a difficult style 
and language that a doctor of divinity or a priest is needed to unravel it. It is written in simple language, and 
the translators, whether Catholics or Protestants, give it in good English, so that those who read may 
understand. 
 Of course there are deep truths in the Holy Bible, and the apostle Peter says that there “are certain 
things hard to be understood. “2, Peter 3:16, Douay. The apostle Paul exclaimed: “The depth of the riches 
of the wisdom and of the knowledge of God! How incomprehensible are His judgments, and how 
unsearchable His ways! For who bath known the mind of the Lord?” Romans 11:33,34, Douay. 
 There are some things that you cannot understand or explain in botany, would you take the 
position that no one should study botany at all? In the springtime you sow radish seeds, and in a few weeks 
you have radishes for your table. You relish them, yet you cannot explain all the mysteries about them. 
Would you refuse to eat radishes because you cannot explain everything about them? Then, would you 
refuse to read the Holy Bible because there are some things that are difficult to understand? 
 On the other hand, there are some persons who will not use their minds and think when they read 
the Bible. The fact that there are deep things in the word of God is no reason for our failure to understand 
what has been revealed. What was God's object in giving divine revelations to the prophets and apostles 
who wrote the Bible? He gave us the Bible not only for doctors of divinity, but for all mankind. God's word 
is given unto us and to our children forever.” There are many things that He has revealed, and we should 
know what they are. David said: “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against Thee.” 
Psalm 119:11 (Douay, Psalm 118:11). “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” Psalm 
119:105 (Douay, Psalm 118: 105). If we follow the light of the Bible we surely cannot err. 
 Those who study the Bible honestly, prayerfully, and thoughtfully will receive spiritual blessings 
and a peace in the heart that passes all understanding. Those who do not study it and live the truths 
contained in it are in uncertainty. They are not settled. They dread to think about death, or about the Second 
Coming of the Lord. They feel insecure, because they are not ready to meet their Lord. Their religion is not 
clear to them. They get no spiritual benefits from it. They go through a round of ceremonies, but their 
hearts are empty. They long for something which they do not possess. 
 Would you be indifferent to a written message to you from the pope? Would you disregard a letter 
from some prominent person or some close friend? If you show interest and respect for messages from 
individuals, you surely should read and respect God's letter to you. If you read and meditate upon a letter 
from a close friend, then why not do the same with the letter from God, the Holy Bible? If you are 
interested in having a companionship with God and a happier Christian experience, read the Holy Word of 
God. 
 
 



2. The Catholic and the Protestant Bible 
 
 AHE Catholic and the Protestant Bibles in general, excluding the Apocrypha, are the same. The 
Protestant gets his faith on the Bible alone, while the Catholic draws his belief not only from the Bible, but 
also from tradition, from the decisions of the councils, and from the Apocrypha. Both Catholics and 
Protestants believe the thirty-nine books of the Old Testament and the twenty-seven books of the New as 
inspired of God. The Catholic Church, however, adds the Apocrypha as a part (d the Bible. 
 According to the chronology of the Catholic Douay Bible, Malachi wrote the last book of the Old 
Testament about 400 years before Christ. This closed the Old Testament canon centuries before the 
Christian Era, long before the Catholic Church or the Protestant churches came into existence. We can 
therefore readily see that the Old Testament did not come from any of these. The Bible is not the product of 
the Protestant churches Or Of' the Roman Catholic Church, but was given by inspiration apart from either 
Christian body. 
 The New Testament was not yet written in the time of Christ, it was penned later by apostles as 
Paul, John, James, Peter, and others. 
 Since the Old and the New Testament are accepted (excluding the Apocrypha) by both Catholics 
and Protestants as the word of God, it follows that tradition, the decisions of the councils, and the 
Apocrypha must necessarily agree with the Bible. 
 The Roman Catholic Church teaches that the Bible and tradition must agree. “The Catholic 
Church rejects all traditions which are against Scripture. She accepts divine traditions which are 
complementary to Scripture, and which are in perfect harmony with the principles taught in Scripture.”-
Bible Quizzes to a Street Preacher, booklet No. 1, p. 28. Rumble and Carty, Radio Replies, Saint Paul, 
Minnesota. This booklet carries the approval OF Archbishop John G. Murray, Saint Paul, Minnesota. 
 If it is true that tradition and the Bible must agree, then there should be no contradictions. 
Tradition might throw additional light on certain passages of the Bible, but it must not be contrary to Bible 
teaching. IF the Bible is of divine origin, and if tradition is of divine origin, and if the decisions of the 
councils are divine, then the three must agree. IF there were to be any contradictions, it would be evident 
that not all three were divine, For God cannot contradict Himself. The Holy Spirit, God the Father, and the 
Son are all one in purpose. They agree in their decisions and teachings; so tradition, the Bible, and the 
decisions of the councils should also agree. If they do not, there is something wrong, something human in 
it. This will be studied more fully under the chapter titled “Tradition.” 
 If you take a Douay Bible, which is the most commonly used by Catholics, and compare it with 
the Protestant King James Bible, you will discover that there is not much difference between them. No two 
translators would probably use exactly the same wording, even though their translations would be accurate 
in expression of thought. 
 Let us compare the first two verses (Genesis 1:1,2) of the Catholic Douay Bible with the first two 
verses of the King James Version and note the difference: “In the beginning God created heaven, and earth. 
And the earth was void and empty, and darkness was upon the face of the deep; and the Spirit of God 
moved over the waters.” (Douay Version.) 
 1n the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. And the earth was without form, and void; 
and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.” 
(King James Version.) 

I have two German Catholic Bibles before me. One is the translation by a Catholic, Leander van 
Esz, and the other is the version of Joseph Franz von Allioli, which is authorized by Roman Catholic 
leaders for publication and circulation. If you compare the two versions they differ nearly as much in the 
wording as do the Douay Bible and the King James, although both were translated by Catholics. Each 
translator expresses the thought in his own way, perhaps using different words, yet each one generally 
conveying the same idea. 
 The original Old Testament was written mostly in Hebrew, And the New Testament in Greek. The 
Old Testament was translated from the Hebrew into Greek, and this version is called the Septuagint. 
 Sidney Collett says: 1n the second century of the Christian Era Latin superseded Greek, and 
remained for many years the predominant language of Europe. At this time a Latin translation was made in 
North Africa from the Septuagint Version of the Old Testament and the original Greek of the New, so that 
all Latin speaking people might be able to read the word of God. It is known as the Vulgate, which itself is 






















































































































































































