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PREFACE.
To the 1897 edition.

“THE God of nature has written His works, and His law in the heart of man.” Also He has written
His character in the Bible, and His providence among the nations. He *“hath made of one blood all nations
of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the
bounds of their habitation;” “He divided to the nations their inheritance;” “that they should seek the Lord, if
haply they might feel after Him, and find Him, though He be not far from every one of us.”

“God hath spoken once; twice have | heard this; that power belongs unto God.” “There is no
power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God.” “The Most High rules in the kingdom of men,
and gives it to whomsoever He will.” “He removes kings, and sets up kings’ calling from afar country the
man that executes His counsel.

“History, therefore, with its dusty and moldering pages, isto us as sacred a volume as the book of
nature’; because history properly studied is truly the study of the grand purposes of God with men and
nations. It is evident, therefore, that the proper study of history can be made only upon the basis of the word
of God - the Bible. Upon that basis this history is composed. In the nature of the case the empires named, or
noticed, in the Bible are the most important. Consequently to follow the Biblical course of empire must be
the most instructive.

Thiswork is not intended as a means of setting forth any particular views of any one. It is simply
the bringing together from the best obtainable sources, of the leading facts in the history of the empires of
the Bible, that the plain lessons which those facts teach, may be discernible to all who read.

The effort has not been so much to write a history, as to compile a history from the best that have
been aready written. And as the period herein studied is that which is covered by the Bible and the
inscriptions, the history of Babylonia, Egypt, Israel, and Assyria, is taken amost wholly from these
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