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“Before they spring forth I tell you of them” (Isaiah 42: 9).
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“The idea that certain portions of the Bible cannot be understood has led to
neglect of some of its most important truths. The fact needs to be emphasized, and often
repeated, that the mysteries of the Bible are not such because God has sought to
conceal truth, but because our weakness or ignorance makes us incapable of
comprehending or appropriating truth. The limitation is not in His purpose, but in our
capacity. Of those very portions of Scripture often passed by as impossible to be
understood, God desires us to understand as much as our minds are capable of
receiving. ‘All Scripture is given by inspiration of God,’” that we may be thoroughly
furnished unto all good works” - Education, p. 171.

“God has always given men warning of coming judgments ... Noah ... Lot. ..
So Christ’s disciples were given warning of the destruction of Jerusalem ... So now we
are given warning of Christ's second coming and of the destruction to fall upon the
world” (DA 634).

“Are we to wait until the fulfilment of the prophecies of the end before we say
anything concerning them?” (9T.20).

“A line of truth extending from that time [after 1844] to the time when we shall
enter the city of God, was made plain to me, and | gave to others the instruction the Lord
had given me” (Special Testimonies, series B, No. 2, pp. 56, 57).

“These messages we are to give to the world in publications, in discourses,
showing in line the prophetic history of the things that have been, and the things that will
be” (Manuscript 32, 1896).

“The warning against this sin is to be given to the world before the visitation of
God’s judgments, that all may know why they are to be inflicted, and have opportunity to
escape them.” (GC. 450).
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FOREWORD

The Bible is a most wonderful Book; in its prophecies we are confronted with a
unique revelation of infinite love and wisdom that grows brighter and brighter with
increasing study. These prophecies are not sparsely sprinkled in a few sentences in
some isolated parts of the Bible; they enter into so much of the written Word; they
permeate many of the books. They not only appear as plainly worded outlines, but they
appear also in poems, prophetic pictures, parables, in type, symbols, and similitudes.
They abound in great abundance throughout the blessed Book; in them is revealed a
Divine foreknowledge of the future that bewilders finite comprehension, but which
stimulates faith in God as The Supreme.

However, while the amazing details involved in the intricate pattern of prophecy
interest the human mind, it is the message of love contained therein that speaks to the
needy hearts of God's earth-born children. But alas, this aspect of the prophecies is too
little considered, and, consequently, some last-day prophecies have not been interpreted
aright.

There is a remarkable unanimity of opinion on Biblical interpretation among
Seventh-day Adventists. An examination of the prophecies wherein divergent views
have arisen among us reveals that such divergence is due to a failure of some students
to interpret those particular prophetic portions as messages of love from God to His
church and, consequently, those prophecies are interpreted as pertaining to military
matters. Strange as it may seem at first, the particular prophecies which are interpreted
differently are those pictured to occur in Palestine. Those who have overlooked the
grand and solid fact that Palestine was the territory promised Abraham in God’s
covenant of love with him, have not as yet discerned the love message contained in
Revelation 16:12, and so interpret that prophecy militarily. However, God’s love-
covenant with His chosen people is so very frequently connected with the territory of
Palestine, often declared to be bounded by the river Euphrates, that one who has
followed this glorious truth throughout the Old Testament, immediately knows that the
reference to the Euphrates in Revelation

16:12 pertains to God’s love-covenant with His chosen people. A study of all that
is involved in the prophecy by Revelation 16:12 will clearly show that the terms
employed by our Lord Jesus (for He is the One Who presents this prophecy to His
people, compare Revelation 16:15 with Revelation 22:16) were designed to remind His
people of His love-covenant and to assure them that He will intervene to save them
when the world unitedly seeks to slay them. That this is the import of Revelation 16:12
the following pages will clearly reveal.

It is very gratifying to observe that the majority of our Bible teachers have
discarded the teaching that Revelation 16:12 pertains to Turkey or other nations
adjacent to the Euphrates. From definite statements presented In the Spirit of Prophecy



there can be no doubt that during the loud cry, when the final warning will be given to the
world, all of God’s people will proclaim with united voice that the drying up of the waters
of the Euphrates refers to the coming judgment upon the persecutors of the remnant
church in accordance with God’s covenant of love with His people.

The purpose for which prophecy was given should be studied by all devout
Christians. Is prophecy given to forewarn of coming events so that God’s people may
prepare for the events outlined?-or is prophecy given only to confirm faith after the
events have occurred? These are important questions, and it is because some souls
may be confused and even lost unless these are answered clearly for them, and
believing that a frank discussion will be helpful to believers generally, these thoughts are
presented.

Louis F. Were, Blackburn, Victoria, Australia.

1. “Those Things Which Are Revealed Belong Unto Us”
(Deuteronomy 29: 29).

Love has prompted God to make revelations concerning the future so that His
people may find comfort and joy In the knowledge that their heavenly Father has known
and made ample provision to meet every circumstance of the unknown. God can never
be surprised, for He knows the end from the beginning; this fact He has repeatedly
declared through His servants the prophets, particularly Isaiah. The Lord in His love and
wisdom has given His people a foreknowledge of coming events: “Those things which
are revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever” (Deuteronomy 29:29). This
revelation of the future is much greater than many Christians understand. What the Lord
has revealed concerning the future He desires His people to know and understand fully
from their study of His wonderful Word.

Those who are perfectly content to trust the Lord’s never failing love and wisdom,
will not seek to pry into those things which the Lord has not revealed: “The secret things
belong unto the Lord our God” (Deuteronomy 29:29). Christians will never consult with
fortune-tellers or any form of “future-telling”. Moses was inspired to warn Israel
concerning God'’s disapproval of the practices of the heathen nations inhabiting the land
of Canaan. He said: “When thou art come into the land which the Lord thy God gives
thee, thou shall not learn to do after the abominations of those nations. There shall not
be found among you any . . . that uses divination, or an observer of times, or an
enchanter, or a witch, or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a
necromancer. For all that do these things are an abomination unto the Lord: and
because of these abominations the Lord thy God does drive them out from before thee-
(Deuteronomy 18:9-12).

These eight different methods enumerated by Moses were then employed by the
nations inhabiting Canaan in their endeavor to know and if possible to control the future.
Divination is the act or practice of foretelling future events or hidden knowledge. It is
often done by crystal gazing, the study of omens, and the casting of lots. A necromancer
is one who reveals the future by pretended communication with the dead. The prophet
Ezekiel paints a vivid prophetic picture concerning the conquests of Nebuchadnezzar,
who used three different forms of divination to determine the direction he should take
when setting out on this particular campaign. Ezekiel says: “For the king of Babylon



stood at the parting of the ways, at the head of two ways, to use divination: he made his
arrows bright, he consulted with images, he looked in the liver. At his right hand was
divination for Jerusalem.” (Ezekiel 21:21, 22).

These things are plainly mentioned as the practices that would naturally be
followed by an idolater such as the king of Babylon, in seeking direction regarding the
course it was advisable for him to pursue. The inspection of the liver is known to have
been particularly resorted to in such cases, even in the later periods of Greek and
Roman history. The shaking of the arrows, and the inquiring at the images or teraphim,
were also idolatrous practices employed for obtaining direction respecting the future. It is
worthy of observation to note that while Nebuchadnezzar followed the directions
indicated by these superstitious customs yet, overruling in all earthly affairs, was the
God of Israel.

The professing people of God had wandered so far from God’s purpose for them
that they themselves consulted the diviners. Jeremiah expostulated with them, declaring
the futility of such folly. He said: “Hearken not you to your prophets, nor to your diviners,
nor to your dreamers, nor to your enchanters, nor to your sorcerers, which speak unto
you, saying,. You shall not serve the king of Babylon: for they prophesy a lie unto you”
(Jeremiah 27:9, 10). Here we see an example of the contradictory nature of such future
telling, for while the apostate people of God were receiving word from their diviners that
they would not serve the king of Babylon, the king of Babylon is pictured as consulting
his divinations and receiving direction in his campaign against Jerusalem and the
apostate people.

The prophet Isaiah in describing the coming doom of Babylon declares that in
vain they consulted their diviners: “Stand now with your enchantments, and with the
multitude of thy sorceries ... Thou art wearied in the multitude of thy counsels. Let now
the astrologers, the stargazers, the monthly prognosticators, stand up, and save thee
from these things that shall come upon thee . . . None shall save thee. Therefore shall
evil come upon thee; thou shall not know from whence it rises: and mischief shall fall
upon thee; thou shall not be able to put it off: and desolation shall come upon thee
suddenly, which thou shall not know” (Isaiah 47:9-15).

The study of ancient history, the study of the Classics of Greece and Rome, and
a knowledge of contemporaneous history, reveal that the desire of the human heart to
know the future has been powerful indeed. God has met the deep-seated desire of the
human heart for knowledge of the future by giving abundance of light in His Word. It is in
harmony with the Highest Christian principles to learn concerning future events; in fact,
the Christian faith deals largely with the future. But knowledge of the future must be
obtained only from the Word of God. “Surely there is no enchantment in Jacob, neither is
there any divination in Israel.” (Numbers 23:23. Margin).

The Lord’s servant has written concerning the evils of seeking knowledge
“concerning that which has not been revealed”, saying: “The lure by which Spiritualism
attracts multitudes is its pretended power to draw aside the veil from the future, and
reveal to men what God has hidden. God has in His word opened before us the great
events of the future-all that it is essential for us to know - and He has given us a safe
guide for our feet amid all its perils; but it is Satan’s purpose to . . . lead [men] to seek a
knowledge of what God has wisely veiled from them, and to despise what He has
revealed in His holy Word.

“There are many who become restless when they cannot know the definite
outcome of affairs. They cannot endure uncertainty, and in their impatience they refuse



to wait to see the salvation of God . . . but when they neglect the means that God has
ordained for their comfort, and resort to other sources, hoping to learn what God has
withheld, they commit the error of Saul . . . This impatient haste to tear away the veil
from the future reveals a lack of faith in God, and leaves the soul open to the
suggestions of the master-deceiver. Satan leads men to consult those who have familiar
spirits; and by revealing hidden things of the past, he inspires confidence in his power to
foretell things to come” (PP. 686, 687).

The custom of consulting the dead in order through them to obtain a knowledge
of future events, is referred to in the prophecy of Isaiah: “When they shall say unto you,
Seek unto them that have familiar spirits, and unto wizards that peep and mutter; should
not a people seek unto their God? For the living to the dead?” (Isaiah 8:19). Isaiah, like
other Bible writers, introduces in the earlier chapters of his book the themes upon which
he enlarges later. Later he shows the folly of the Babylonians depending upon their
superstitious occult practices for, despite their diviners, Babylon would be overthrown
suddenly and unexpectedly-as we shall show later-by the drying up of the waters of the
Euphrates; an event which they had not foreseen.

The God of Israel declared Himself to be the One “that frustrates the tokens of
the liars, and makes diviners mad; that turns wise men backward, and makes their
knowledge foolish” (Isaiah 44:25). This declaration was made in connection with the
prophecy that Cyrus would dry up the waters of the Euphrates (Isaiah 44:27,28; 45:1,2),
find entrance into the heart of Babylon, and thus bring about its sudden overthrow. This
great event, unforeseen by the Babylonian diviners, was clearly revealed to the people
of God through the prophecies depicting the doom of Babylon. This event is one of
“those things which are revealed” and “belong unto us”, and it is God’s explicit desire
that His people today understand fully, clearly, the significance of the Revelator’s words
in Revelation 16:12: “And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river
Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried up, that the way of the kings of the east
might be prepared”. In later chapters we show that the Lord has declared that the
overthrow of Babylon by the drying up of the waters of the Euphrates is His special
demonstration of ability to reveal the future and to thus reveal to His children His desire
for their comfort in this knowledge of the future, for it is His assurance of His love and
care over His people.

2. Bible Prophecies - Revelations of God’s Love

God is love, and every portion of His Word proclaims that love. None of the
Lord’s actions or words could possibly be independent of His love. But this glorious fact
has not always been appreciated as it should be and, consequently, some prophecies
have been interpreted incorrectly. When the love of God is not recognized as the
motivating principle which has prompted Him to inspire His servants the prophets, it
naturally follows that these messages are not always understood, and erroneous
interpretations conceived.

We need to remember the purpose for which the sacred Scriptures were given.
This purpose is clearly stated: “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the
man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works” (2 Timothy 3:16,



17). “All Scripture” has been given by “God, and is profitable” for “the man of God”
regarding “doctrine”, “reproof”, “correction”, for instruction in righteousness. That is, as
well as other portions of Holy Writ, the prophecies were sent by God for -instruction in
righteousness not merely as “milestones” leading to the kingdom of God or to the end of
the world. They were not given to satisfy human curiosity concerning what or what may
not occur among the nations; they were given to “the man of God” for “instruction in

righteousness”.

Obviously the enemy of all righteousness would bend all the energies of his
malevolence to prevent these portions of God’s Word from accomplishing the purpose
whereunto they have been sent. He succeeds when he persuades people to misread the
prophecies and fail to discern that the solution to the enigmas of prophecy lies in the
love of God for His people. This is the great truth Satan has ever sought to hide from the
eyes of those who love the Lord and who seek to do His blessed will.

Read very carefully the following statements from the pen of the Lord’s servant:

“The central theme of the Bible, the theme about which every other in the whole
book clusters, is the redemption plan, the restoration in the human soul of the image of
God. From the first intimation of hope in the sentence pronounced in Eden to the last
glorious promise of the Revelation ‘They shall see His face; and His name shall be in
their foreheads’, the burden of every book and every passage of the Bible is the
unfolding of this wondrous theme - man’s uplifting - the power of God, ‘which gives us
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ’. He who grasps this thought has before him an
infinite field for study. He has the key that will unlock to him the whole treasure-house of
God’s Word” (Education, pp. 125, 126).

“Every jot and tittle of the word of God is to be brought into the daily practice”
(C.O.L. 314).

These statements declare that -every passage of the Bible” deals with salvation,
with God’s love for man and His plan for man’s redemption, with the thought of providing
mankind with power for victory over sin. And we are informed that when we grasp this
thought we have “the key that will unlock the whole treasure-house of God’s Word”;
which includes the prophecies, which too often are read without applying this “key” -
God’s love and care for the creatures whom He seeks to save and for whose sake those
prophetic words were given.

“Every jot and tittle of the word of God - including the prophecies which seem to
deal with future events only -when rightly interpreted, will be found to be of practical use
in “the daily practice-of the Christian life. When an interpretation of the prophecies fails in
this essential feature we may be sure that that interpretation is wrong. Failing to read in
certain prophetic statements the message of God’s love for His people, some have
understood these love messages as revelations concerning military matters, and have
declared that they are not important, or refer to events to be fulfilled after probation
closes and that therefore they need not be carefully studied.

Some who have uttered these misguided statements, because they have not
read these prophecies in the light of God’s love, would shudder if they realized that they
merely echo the subtle whisperings of the serpent.

A cursory glance at the prophecies shows that they have been given because of
God'’s love. In Eden, as soon as Adam and Eve had succumbed to the great deceiver,
the Lord’s love prompted Him to reveal the future to the sinful pair. They would suffer as
the result of their sin, but a Redeemer was promised to come, One Who would



eventually save that which was lost, and destroy the deadly serpent, Satan (Genesis
3:15).

It will be observed that this very first prophecy was prompted by the love of God
for His erring earthly children. That prophecy not only foretold the coming of future
events, but it made the revelation concerning the future of practical use in the daily living
of the guilty but repentant pair. This, the initial prophecy, sets the standard of them all:
they reveal God’s love and are of practical value each day, when rightly understood.
From that time down through the milleniums the hope of the coming Savior and the
eventual result of His work, was ever held before the people of God. It formed the basis
of every promise or prophecy, and like that first prophecy, every prophecy, while pointing
into the future for the ultimate fulfillment, provided a stimulus and power for the present.

When man'’s sins had made it necessary for God to destroy the world with a
flood, it was His love for His people that prompted Him to reveal to Noah the events to
transpire in the future: to take Noah fully into His confidence, telling him that the flood
would come in 120 years (Genesis 6:3), but assuring him that he and his family would
not perish in the waters of the coming deluge. They knew they would be saved by
entering into the ark. They would not be obliged to wait until the fulfillment of the Lord’s
prophecies before they could understand them; rather they were told in advance what
was to occur so that they might thereby be warned and given the opportunity of making
preparation to meet what was coming. Because of God’s love for them, He graciously
informed them that seven days would elapse after they entered the ark before rain would
fall (Genesis 7:4, 10), that it would rain for forty days and forty nights (Genesis 7:4, 12,
17) until the ark became water-borne. What tenderness is revealed in these details of
prophecy. One does not need a vivid imagination to picture, the terror that might well
come upon poor, finite beings who had never before seen a rain storm, looking out upon
the dark, dreary, blinding sheet of water that fell copiously from the leaden skies. As day
followed day, for ten, twenty, thirty days without a break, how utterly wearied of such an
existence they would have been. Without Divine love forewarning them they would be
filled with forebodings as to how long such conditions would continue. But, no, they were
not left in that time of trial without light from the prophetic Word -God had already told
them that it would rain thus for forty days, and so their plight, their darkness, was lighted
by the lamp of prophecy. During those terrible days how grateful they must have been
for the Divine assurances, the forethought which revealed His love and care for them.
How such knowledge must have been a source of consolation and strength when they
knew that everything was under the control of the Divine hand.

As God'’s people in the last days are to pass through a similar experience, and as
God declares that He never changes, we may be sure that in His Word He has placed
information for His people so that they too will know about how long certain trying
experiences will continue, what events may be looked for as that trying period draws to
its close, and other details necessary for the comfort and guidance of His children.

It was God’s love that caused Him to give the comforting prophecy that so long
as the world continued it would not again be deluged (Genesis 8:21, 22; 9:9-17). To
succeeding generations the Lord’s comforting assurance may be read in the curving
rainbow with its renowned beauty and grace. The Revelator, even Jesus, has told us
that this rainbow prophecy, given in Genesis, is to be understood and applied in
connection with our “daily practice”: as we pray to “Our Father in Heaven” we are to see
by faith that there is a rainbow round about the throne” (Revelation 4:3). All prophecies
concerning the future are similarly to be of practical purpose in the daily life of a
Christian.



We do not need to wait until the future becomes the present to learn whether or
not the world will be again covered with a flood of waters as in Noah’s day, for God’s
love caused Him to prophecy that it will not occur. After the flood the waters of the
deluge were deposited in large inland basins, which since have become desert lands or
less extensive lakes. Due to the larger area of the earth’s surface being covered by
water, with the same laws of evaporation and condensation operating as now, it is
probable that, following the flood, rainfalls were much heavier than today. One can well
imagine the terror that would fill the minds of men and women living then each time
heavy and sustained rainfalls saturated the earth, causing rivers to swell and to overflow
their banks.

But here again, it was the love of God which caused Him to anticipate human
need and to declare in advance the conditions that would prevail, but with that outline of
the future is also given the assurance that He would not permit the earth to be deluged
as previously. Thus, from the very beginning, we observe that the Lord’s prophecies
concerning the future are love messages to His children. They are the out-breathing of
His love. In them may be seen a tenderness and a consideration that fills the heart with
joy at their remembrance, and fills the soul with peace and satisfaction. “As it was in the
days of Noah”: then God loved His people enough to tell them in advance the unfolding
of events so that they could know what to expect. Seven days between their entrance
into the ark and the commencement of the rain; forty days it would rain before the ark
became waterborne. “As it was in the days of Noah”: after the flood the Lord informed
His people that there would be more rainfalls, but He would throw a mantle of glory
around the departing storm as His love-token that the earth would not again be deluged
as previously. To encourage His remnant people, the Lord has declared: “So shall it be
also in the days of the Son of man”. In the last days the love of God will again be shown
to His people, telling them beforehand those things which in His love and wisdom He
knows will bring comfort and rest to His people.

Applying the experience of Noah and his family when the door of the ark was
shut, the Lord’s servant says: “Noah was shut in, and the rejectors of God’s mercy were
shut out. The seal of Heaven was on that door; God had shut it, and God alone could
open it. So when Christ shall cease His intercession for guilty men, before His coming in
the clouds of heaven, the door of mercy will be shut. Then divine grace will no longer
restrain the wicked, and Satan will have full control of those who have rejected mercy.
They will endeavor to destroy God’s people; but as Noah was shut into the ark, so the
righteous will be shielded by Divine power” (PP. 98).

God never changes. As He explained to Noah and his family details of coming
events so that by having an intelligent understanding of them, they could find rest and
comfort in the knowledge of their Father’s love, we should expect that, for His people in
the last days who are to pass through the greatest time of trouble since there was a
nation, He will have given details equally explicit. And for those who will seriously study
the Scriptures and the Spirit of Prophecy those details have been provided. One reason
why they are not more readily discerned and appreciated is that the prophecies which
contain these details are not interpreted in the light that they were sent by the love of
God for His people, but interpreted as merely giving information concerning matters
relating to warfare among nations. Once that conception is maintained those prophecies
become obscured by human thought, and when such occurs, those who thus
misinterpret the love-revelations of the faithful God of Israel, because they cannot
understand their import, declare that these prophecies cannot be understood until they
are fulfilled! Writing of the purpose of Satan to hide truth because it reveals Jesus, Paul



says: “But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: in whom the god of this
world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious
gospel of Christ, Who is the image of God, should shine unto them” (2 Corinthians 4:3,
4). By causing men to forget to interpret the prophecies in the light of God'’s love for His
people, Satan beclouds the issues at stake and thus leads men to consider them
unimportant, or to feel that they must wait until they are fulfilled before expecting to
understand them. This is especially true concerning the prophecies which depict the final
conflict over the Sabbath, practically every detail of which is revealed in the prophetic
Word.

The servant of God has written: “The prophecies of Daniel and the Revelation
should be carefully studied, and in connection with them the words, ‘Behold the Lamb of
God, which takes away the sin of the world-(Gospel Workers, 148). Herein lies the
secret of the true interpretation of all the details of the prophecies of Daniel and
Revelation -they are to be understood in the light of Christ’s love for His church. After
declaring that the books of Daniel and Revelation will be “better understood” (TM. 113,
114), the Lord’s servant declares that a deeper study of the prophecies of these books
will reveal the main reason why those prophecies were given: “One thing will certainly be
understood from the study of Revelation -that the connection between God and His
people is close and decided”. That is, those prophecies, when studied aright, will show
how much God loves His people and has made provision in those prophecies for them to
become acquainted with His secrets, which will assure them of His love for them. As
these details concerning the future are grasped from the study of these prophecies
depicting the final conflict, God’s people will find great joy and peace, for they will
observe that the connection between God and His people is close and decided. Thus will
“the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, Who is the image of God, shine unto them”,
and prophecies heretofore seen only as describing events among warring nations, and
thus not of great importance or their understanding depending upon the future to explain,
will then reveal the tender love of God toward His people which prompts Him to describe
minutely the various crises that await the people of God so that they will be amply
prepared to meet them, and be consoled during the periods of trouble because our
heavenly Father has given assurances beforehand and therefore is present in the crisis
hours.

As we shall later explain more fully, the prophecy concerning the four hundred
years of the sojourn, affliction, and deliverance of Abraham'’s seed (Genesis 15:13-16)
was given by the Lord in His love for Abraham personally and also in His love toward
Abraham’s seed - this prophecy was the revelation of God’s love to the succeeding
generations of the seed of Abraham, and was of special help to encourage and fill with
hope and zeal the generation of Israel living when that prophetic period was about to
expire. To them that revelation of God’s love, the foreknowledge of His plan for them,
was a clear charter as today we see in the study of such prophecies as the 2,300 days
of Daniel 8:14; Revelation 6:6-14. In His unveiling of the future to Abraham, the Lord
presented explicit details of the events to befall Abraham’s seed. Similarly today, we
have been given clear revelations of the details of the future, details which may be
known now before they transpire - given that we, like Abraham’s seed, may be
forewarned, encouraged, and filled with love for the great God of Israel.

An example of the fact that the secret of the Lord is revealed to them that fear
Him may be observed in the experience of Joseph who, falsely accused, was thrown into
prison. Still maintaining his faith in God’s leadership, Joseph was given the meaning of
the dreams of the butler and the baker: he was able to tell them the experiences which
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would befall them. This knowledge the Lord gave him in love, and it was because of
these revelations of future events, events which occurred exactly as outlined by Joseph,
that the butler was able to recall to Pharoah the forecasts Joseph had given in the
prison. Thus the love of God for Joseph was revealed by the Lord opening before him
the knowledge of coming events. Thus with one dramatic turn of events Joseph was
brought into the presence of Pharoah. Here again it was God’s love that gave unto
Joseph the ability to read the future and to foretell the coming of the seven years of
plenty, to be followed by the seven years of drought. We need not unduly stress the love
and wisdom of God in enabling Joseph to rightly interpret the dreams of Pharoah, for it is
perfectly obvious that the foreknowledge of the seven years of plenty was given in order
for preparation to be made for the seven years of famine. That is, a knowledge of what
was coming enabled them to make wise provisions to meet the coming crisis. As all
Christians know, Joseph is held up in the Scriptures as a type of our Lord Jesus.
Through false witness He was crucified, but from the grave He emerged to reign on the
throne with His Father, from whence He is today ministering the Bread of Life to all who
come unto God by Him. And just as Joseph knew the future and revealed it so that
preparations could be made to meet the coming crisis, so the Lord Jesus has revealed
the future to His people that they too may intelligently prepare for what is coming.

The love of God is again brought to view in connection with the giving of the
prophecy that Israel would “wander in the wilderness forty years” (Numbers 14:33, 34). It
was an occasion for God'’s wrath, but with His wrath He graciously mingled mercy. In
response to Moses’ intercessory prayer (typical of the High Priestly work of our Savior),
the Lord extended mercy to the rebelling hosts of Israel. The Lord’s servant has written:
“The Lord promised to spare Israel from immediate destruction; but because of their
unbelief and cowardice He could not manifest His power to subdue their enemies.
Therefore in His mercy He bade them, as the only safe course, to turn back toward the
Red Sea” (PP. 391). Because of “His mercy” He bade them turn back toward the Red
Sea: in their weak spiritual state they would have fallen before their enemies; and it was
His love that caused Him to hold out before them the hope of the future. For as declared
by the Lord’s servant: “The wilderness wandering was not only ordained as a judgment
upon the rebels and murmurers, but it was to serve as a discipline for the rising
generation, preparatory to their entrance into the promised land” (PP. 407).

The Lord’s declaration that they would wander in the wilderness for forty years
was not only a judgment pronounced upon rebellion, but it was a prophecy of hope. No
doubt the godly among them would have counted the passing of the years, and nearer
and still nearer came the time for the fulfillment of the promise that would end the forty
years wandering. It was God’s love that led them back into the wilderness for a further
period of preparation, for in their weak state they would not have been able to contend
with the “giants” in the promised land. In their vision God was small and their enemies
large. In the wilderness they would learn to obtain a true perspective: God would
become bigger to them and thus their foes would look smaller. Those forty years of
preparation were years blessed with the rich mercies of the Lord, and each year that
passed made one less in the prophetic outline, until the day came when they were to
pass from the wilderness wanderings into the promised land.

But here again we observe how the Lord reveals the future in order that His
people may intelligently prepare for it. Just as at Sinai the Lord notified Israel three days
in advance of His intentions to “come down in the sight of all the people upon Mount
Sinai”, during which time they were to “Be ready against the third day” (Exodus 19:10-
16), so the Lord instructed them three days in advance concerning their preparation to
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pass over the Jordan into the promised land. He said: “Prepare you victuals. For within
three days you shall pass over this Jordan, to go in to possess the land” (Joshua 1:11).
On the day prior to their passage over the Jordan “Joshua said unto the people, Sanctify
yourselves: for tomorrow the Lord will do wonders among you.” (Joshua 3:5).

In these examples we have noticed prominently displayed the fact that the Lord
acquaints His people beforehand with what is coming so that they may prepare. If the
reader will patiently peruse the sacred Scriptures giving the history of the way God led
His ancient Israel, he cannot but be impressed with the fact that the Lord outlined
beforehand the details of what they were to do - see how they were instructed to
proceed across the Jordan (Joshua 3); note the taking of Jericho (Joshua 6), and so
many other of the experiences which befell Israel according to the explicitly stated
foreknowledge of God.

Forty-five years before Caleb was given “Hebron for an inheritance” (Joshua 14:
6-14) he was promised that he should possess it -see Deuteronomy 1. 36; Numbers
14:23, 24, 30. What he said at the time this portion of the promised Land became his
reveals that he had fixed his eyes on the future when he would receive the fulfillment of
the promise. Thus it has ever been with God and His people - He ever pointed them to
the future when some blessings awaited, when some prophecy would be fulfilled.

And so we could proceed with our analysis of the sacred Record showing how
the love of God prompted the giving of the time prophecies, such as the three and a half
years of famine (I Kings 17:1; Luke 4:25) which typified the 31-times, or, 1260 years of
spiritual drought (Daniel 7:25, etc.) of the Dark Ages. The seventy years Babylonian
captivity (Jeremiah 25:11); Nebuchadnezzar’'s seven times (Daniel 4:13-16); and the
seven weeks, threescore and two weeks, and the one week, making the seventy weeks,
determined upon the Jewish nation (Daniel 9:24-27). But in these prophecies, even
when mercy mingled with wrath, the period of time stated was in itself a message of
love, for while a period of time was declared during which judgment would operate, yet
even in those clearly-stated time periods was the positive prophecy that at the end of
those periods circumstances would change, when blessings would be obtained. When
God’s reproof was manifested over a period of time it was when a period of mercy was
extended in order that the evils that brought about the Divine wrath might be rectified in
preparation for the benefits to be derived at the conclusion of the period mentioned.

From the foregoing we are able to conclude that wherever possible, the Lord
plainly outlined future events to His people in order that they, by this Divinely-given
foreknowledge, might make adequate preparation to meet those events. The Lord
forewarned Abraham of His intention to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah so that Abraham
would be able to pray for the deliverance of Lot, his family, and any others who would
heed the warning of impending disaster-see Genesis 18:20-33; 19:1-29. “And it came to
pass, when God destroyed the cities of the plain, that God remembered Abraham, and
sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, when He overthrew the cities in the which Lot
dwelt”. Taking the advantage of God'’s love revealed in His warning of His intentions
toward the “cities in the which Lot dwelt”, Abraham prayed for the deliverance of Lot, and
his prayer was answered.

In the history of the early church we again see the tender love of God toward His
people in revealing the future to them so that they may make preparations: “And in these
days came prophets from Jerusalem unto Antioch. And there stood up one of them
named Agabus, and signified by the Spirit that there should be great dearth throughout
all the world: which came to pass in the days of Claudius Caesar. Then the disciples,
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every man according to his ability, determined to send relief unto the brethren which
dwelt in Judaea: which also they did, and sent it to the elders by the hands of Barnabas
and Saul.” (Acts 11:27-30).

It is His love for His people that prompts Him to present to them prophecies of
future events -so that they may prepare for them.

observe the following quotation from the pen of Pastor Harry W. Lowe:-

“We quote Amos 3.7 more often than other Christians: ‘Verily the Lord Jahweh
will take no action except He disclose His purpose to His servants the prophets’
(Translation of L. W. Batten, ‘The Hebrew Prophet’, page 318). The tense indicates the
permanent principle that God always has and will disclose His purposes to men -but they
must study the prophets through whom He works. When the deluge was determined
upon to sweep away sin, God revealed His purpose through Noah (Genesis 6:13;
Hebrews 11:7). He gave Abraham angel warning to give to others respecting Sodom’s
destiny (Genesis 18:21). When famine threatened Egypt, the Lord forewarned through
Joseph (Genesis 41:25). And so on, all through history.

“Today we face impending perils that all men recognize to be of apocalyptic
proportions. Yet God’s purpose is clearly disclosed through His servants the prophets,
so that ignorance of coming events is inexcusable. The ‘end time’ prophecies of our Lord
(Matthew 24 and Luke 21), His categorical indications of final segregation of righteous
and wicked by angel hosts (Matthew 13:49), the positive teachings of the apostles about
the day of reckoning (Acts 17:31; Romans 14:10; 2 Corinthians 5:10; Hebrews 9:27), the
marvels of Daniel’'s and John’s prophecies in which the angels of God figure so
prominently -what more can men ask to be revealed?” (The Australasian Record,
09/01/1956). (Emphasis mine.)

3. Prophecies: Revelations of Christ As Savior and Deliverer

Prophecy can be no more separated from faith than it can be! separated from
love. The same approach must be made to the: study of prophecy as when studying
matters pertaining to faith. Most, if not all, of what faith reaches out after has been
mentioned in the prophecies, and is the essence of prophecy. It takes faith to accept
what is revealed in the prophecies, just as it requires love to be in harmony with the
prophetic revelations. “The sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow” (1 Peter
1:11) were all outlined in the prophetic word, and require “the Spirit of Christ” to
understand them, just as without the Spirit of Christ no one can catch the vision of faith.
In Acts 13:27 Paul declared, “For all they that dwell at Jerusalem, and their rulers,
because they knew Him not, nor yet the voices of the prophets which are read every
Sabbath day, they have fulfilled them in condemning Him”. No greater proof could be
given that prophecy and faith in Christ are inseparable. The prophecies testify of Jesus
(John 5:30, 46), and their meaning is revealed to us when we “will do His will” (John
7:17). “In every page, whether . . . or prophecy, the Old Testament Scriptures are
irradiated with the glory of the Son of God . . . To Christ ‘give all the prophets witness’
(Acts 10:43)" (DA. 211).

Without faith in Christ as Lord and Savior the prophecies will not, can not, be
understood. “The natural man receives not the things of God: for they are foolishness
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unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned (1
Corinthians 2:14). “Only those who love and fear God can understand the mysteries of
the kingdom of heaven” (PK. 516). Thus the Jews were not able to understand the true
significance of the prophecy of Daniel concerning the coming of the Messiah. As stated
by the Lord’s servant: “It was well known that the seventy weeks of Daniel’'s prophecy,
covering the Messiah’s advent, were nearly ended; and all were eager to share in the
era of national glory which was then expected” (DA. 133). They knew that the time was
at hand for the fulfillment of this prophecy, but that portion of the prophecy which
required a deeper spiritual under standing of the Messiah’s character and kingdom, they
failed to discern. The same is true today. It is well known that such prophecies as the
drying up of the waters of the Euphrates are about to be fulfilled, but through
misinterpreting these prophecies in connection with military events, many fail to discern
their deeper spiritual import in connection with the Savior’s work of delivering His
remnant people and of destroying their enemies.

Those who desire a knowledge of the significance of these prophecies may be
encouraged to believe that the Lord will answer the prayers of all who earnestly seek
Him. The Lord promises: “Call upon Me, and | will answer thee, and show thee great and
mighty things, which thou knows not.” (Jeremiah 33:3). “The secret of the Lord is with
them that fear Him; and He will show them His covenant- (PS. 25:14). “The meek will He
guide In judgment: and the meek will He teach His way.” (v.9).

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: a good understanding have all
they that do His commandments.” (Psalm 119: 10). Concerning the understanding of the
last-day prophecies, the prophecy and the promise is given: “None of the wicked shall
understand; but the wise shall understand” (Daniel 12:11). The necessity of having our
hearts right with God when we endeavor to seek out the meaning of the prophecies is
further shown by the following statements from the pen of God’s servant:

“The perception and appreciation of truth, He [Jesus] said, depends less upon
the mind than upon the heart. Truth must be received into the soul ... its reception
depends upon the renunciation of every sin that the Spirit of God reveals” (DA. 455).
“The Bible should never be studied without prayer. The Holy Spirit alone can cause us to
feel the importance of those things easily understood, or prevent us from wresting truths
difficult of comprehension” (GC. 599).

Every prophecy in the Bible can be understood only in the light of the work of
Jesus in His salvation of His saints, or in His control of or the destruction of sinners. It
was because the Jewish nation refused to yield to Christ's Spirit as He strove to show
how Jesus fulfilled the prophecies, that caused them to misunderstand them. As stated
by the servant of the Lord:

“While the Jews desired the advent of the Messiah, they had no true conception
of His mission. They did not seek redemption from sin, but deliverance from the
Romans. They looked for the Messiah to come as a conqueror, to break the oppressor’s
power, and exalt Israel to universal dominion. Thus the way was prepared for them to
reject the Savior . . . The people . . . and the rulers, thirsting for power, longed for the
coming of One who would vanquish their enemies and restore the kingdom to Israel.
They had studied the prophecies, but without spiritual insight ... Pride obscured their
vision. They interpreted prophecy in accordance with their selfish desires” (DA. 30).
Again the Spirit of Prophecy declares: “The Jewish leaders had studied the teachings of
the prophets concerning the kingdom of the Messiah; but they had done this, not with a
sincere desire to know the truth, but with the purpose of finding evidence to sustain their
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ambitious hopes” (DA. 212).

Thus we observe that a right understanding of the prophecies depends upon
having the Spirit of Christ in our hearts revealing to our souls the work of Jesus. “To
Christ give all the prophets witness”. It was “because they knew Him not” that they
misinterpreted “the voices of the prophets which are read every Sabbath day”. They
rejected Christ because they refused to interpret all the prophecies in the light of the
redemptive work of Jesus. And the reason why some of the prophecies are
misinterpreted by even good Christians is that they do not study those misinterpreted
prophecies in the light of Christ’'s redemptive work. Once we lose sight of Jesus in our
study of the prophecies we cannot do anything else but misinterpret them. No Christian
would dream of robbing Jesus of any glory revealed concerning Him in the prophecies,
and yet this is what some do; and also rob themselves of the comfort and joy which is
obtained from knowing Christ’'s messages of love revealed in unfulfilled prophecies. The
reason some declare that certain prophecies such as the drying up of the waters of the
Euphrates-are unimportant or cannot be understood until they are fulfilled, is because
they do not interpret them in relation to the work of Jesus -His saving and keeping power
over His church.

But to those who understand that the drying up of the waters of the Euphrates
reveals Jesus as the Deliverer of His people and the Destroyer of their persecutors, this
subject is seen to be one of the most vital prophecies concerning the closing scenes of
the great controversy - it is the dramatic climax, the end of Satan’s power to persecute
the remnant church, through the intervention of the Almighty power of the wonderful Lord
Jesus.

There need be no misunderstanding, confusion, or lack of knowledge concerning
this subject, for there is no other last-day theme that is more clearly or more fully
revealed in Scriptures. Any confusion that exists in the minds of some is occasioned only
by the fact that Revelation 16:12 is interpreted militarily instead of as a revelation of
Jesus in His glorious work of saving His church from their enemies.

4. Prophecy: The Vision of Faith

Faith creates vision. Faith not only looks up but forward. Faith’s vision is fed by
the prophecies of Holy Writ. Faith not only enables us to endure “as seeing Him Who is
invisible reigning now in Heaven above, but it also enables us to see the invisible things
of the future. The more the prophetic Word is studied the clearer becomes the vision of
the future, and faith becomes more intelligent concerning the plans and the purposes of
the Lord. As one studies the unfolding of the scroll of prophecy one is filled with
admiration at the wonderful panorama of the future.

Each detail fits into a perfect picture. Nothing is hidden that is necessary to
complete the full presentation, until, as faith’s vision follows the index finger of prophecy,
one can see the events that cluster around the final scenes of earth, the coming of the
King in all His glory, the millennium, the destruction of the wicked, and the establishment
of the eternal throne upon this glorified new earth. All of these events are fully presented
in the prophecies of the Bible; they enter into the warp and the woof of every chapter
and verse. The “doctrines” and the “prophecies” are inseparable -these are united by
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God, and when men divide them there is confusion. The prophecies reveal the Savior as
clearly as do the doctrines and they are both indispensable to a strong and intelligent
faith. We could illustrate our meaning by showing that many statements of Scripture,
setting forth Christian privileges, just ordinary statements not couched in the language of
prophecy, do contain a prophetic element. Thus it will be seen that prophecy enters into
everything pertaining to faith.

The Psalmist says: “Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path”
(PS. 119: 105). That is, God’s Word not only throws a light upon the pathway upon
which we are standing but it also throws a light ahead, so that we may see the path yet
to be trodden. It is surely the Christian’s privilege to know the pathway ahead so that he
will not fall into ditches or stumble over rocks that lie in his pathway. This is the very
heart of the purpose for which all Scripture was given. It surely would be incongruous to
believe that the Christian walks ahead into the darkness and then the light catches up
with him, and thus assures him that he is on the right path. All through the blessed Book
we are invited to follow the light-the light precedes and we follow it. “But the path of the
just is as the shining light, that shines more and more unto the perfect day” (Proverbs
4:18). That is, the light shines brighter and brighter as we follow it. This is also indicated
by the verse that follows: “The way of the wicked is as darkness: they know not at what
they stumble” (v. 19). The righteous by contrast do not stumble over things lying in the
pathway because the light shines ahead and thus enables them to avoid these things.

“Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the Lord: His going forth is prepared
as the morning” (Hosea 6:3). As morning dawns and earth’s darkness recedes and
becomes dissipated as the glorious orb of day rises with its increasing light, so will the
light from Jesus shine brighter and brighter “if we follow on to know the Lord”. “Then
spoke Jesus again unto them, saying, | am the light of the world: he that follows Me shall
not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life” (John 8:12). Here we are informed
plainly that Jesus our Light goes before us and, if we are following Him, we shall not
walk in darkness. The light that emanates from Him as He leads will reveal what is
before us. If we are not truly following Him we will, of course, be walking into darkness.
“If any man walk in the day, he stumbles not, because he sees the light of this world. But
if a man walk in the night, he stumbles, because there is no light in him” (John 11:9, 10).
Following Jesus makes everything appear as clear as day

- whether those things be at one’s feet, or in the past, or in the future of one’s
pathway.

“Then Jesus said unto them, Yet a little while is the light with you. Walk while you
have the light, lest darkness come upon you: for he that walks in darkness knows not
whither he goes” (John 12:35). Thus Jesus made it plain that when we follow Him, the
Light of the world, we know where we are going -we can see what lies ahead of our
pathway before we actually arrive there. This is the very essence of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. This knowledge, derived from the Holy Scriptures, has enabled patriarchs,
prophets, and saints to endure their trials and persecutions. The light that has preceded
them has been their guide, and by faith they walked and died in that light.

Abraham 1ooked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is
God”, and his descendants “all died in faith, not having received the promises, but
having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them” (Hebrews
11: 10, 13). They sought a country, but Paul declares that it was not the country from
whence they came but that heavenly- country where God “hath prepared for them a
city”. “By faith they could see it afar.”
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Moses esteemed “the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of
Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompense of the reward.” (v. 26). His faith laid hold
of the future reward. A study of this “faith” chapter reveals that the faith possessed by
these noble worthies enabled them to act in the present because they clearly saw the
future. In each case the person or persons concerned looked into the future and it was
this clear vision of the future that caused them to act. As stated by Paul: “Now faith is the
substance [a title deed, ground, or confidence] of things hoped for, the evidence of
things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1). After presenting a long list of those who manifested
their faith in future glories and blessings, Paul again explains the motivating principle in
the lives of these ancient stalwarts. “And these all, having obtained a good report
through faith, received not the promise: God having provided some better thing for us,
that they without us should not be made perfect” (vs. 39, 40). That is, not one of these
heroes and heroines of faith received the ultimate which they saw by faith, and will not
receive the reward of their faith until the work of God is completed and the
consummation of Christian hopes is realized in the eternal kingdom. In his epistle the
apostle Peter referred to the believers as those “who are kept by the power of God
through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time . . . Receiving the end of
your faith, even the salvation of your souls. Of which salvation the prophets have
inquired and searched diligently ... the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should
follow” (1 Peter 1: 5, 9-11).

Faith includes in its vision the consummation of all hopes beyond the reign of sin
- salvation in the eternal kingdom. Jesus, our blessed Lord and Savior, exercised this
same faith’s vision. When the apostle Paul concluded his dissertation on faith, he said:
“Let us run with patience the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus the Author
and Finisher of our faith. Who for the Joy that was set before Him endured the cross,
despising the shame” (Hebrews 12: 1, 2). Jesus looked to the completion of His work of
redemption -it was this that sustained Him and gave Him the strength to endure His
conflict with the powers of evil. The Lord’s servant has written: “Beyond the cross of
Calvary, with its agony and shame, Jesus looked forward to the great final day, when the
prince of the power of the air will meet his destruction in the earth so long marred by his
rebellion. Jesus beheld the work of evil forever ended, and the peace of God filling
heaven and earth” (DA. 490). It was “for the joy that was set before Him” that He
endured the cross and the shame. As we are admonished in this Scripture to “run with
patience the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus the Author and the Finisher of
our faith”, and He was sustained in the conflict by the vision of the fulfillment of all the
prophecies of Holy Writ, so we too will be sustained to endure unto the end by the same
vision. “Where there is no vision, the people perish.” (Proverbs 29:18). It is this forward-
looking vision that prevents people from perishing, that gives power to faith and
energizes the soul into present activity.

Every morning we awaken with a forward-looking vision. In the morning hours we
plan our work and look forward to the time when our daily tasks are done, and we are
able to enjoy a period of relaxation or rest from the labors of the day. During the week of
toil we look forward to the Sabbath rest, which is in accordance with definite Bible
instruction. In the fourth chapter of the book of Hebrews, Paul crystallizes general Bible
teaching when he inculcates the principle that as the weekly Sabbath rest lies ahead of
the tired, Canaan-bound pilgrim, so the eternal rest lies ahead of the Christian in his
pilgrimage across the burning wastes of this world’s wilderness en route to the eternal
rest awaiting him in the ever-green Canaan of Heaven.

Throughout nature we see God at work preparing plant life for next season’s
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growth. As winter draws nigh and the old leaves fall off the young buds form in readiness
to burst forth when the rigors of winter are past. One cannot give even the smallest study
to the things of nature without being powerfully impressed with the manifold preparations
revealed therein for the future. Surely the Creator Whose wise and beneficent Hand is
thus shown throughout nature, would not be less thoughtful for His blood-bought children
than for the things of the natural world.

Any suggestion that unfulfilled prophecies cannot be understood until they are
fulfilled, if consistently maintained would destroy the foundation of faith, for faith is
established upon the fulfillment of prophecies regarding future events. Perhaps it need
not be stressed that any promise God has made concerning the future is a prophecy,
even though couched in plain phraseology.

When we consider the purpose of prophecy we cannot fail to observe that these
prophecies are promises of God, just the same as other portions of the Scriptures. What
God has kept together let no man put asunder. All of God’s Word is given for the same
reason, namely, to feed the flames of faith so that present experiences will always be
warm and vibrant with life. To the sincere Christian the prophetic Word throws a beam of
light along the highway to the New Jerusalem-everything presented in those prophecies
is given only to illuminate more fully the way to our Father’s everlasting home.

That prophecy is given in order to illumine the path that leads to the kingdom of
God, is indicated in these words of the apostle Peter: “We have also a more sure word of
prophecy. Whereunto you do well that you take heed, as unto a light that shines in a
dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts.” (2 Peter 1:19). The
light that shines in the prophetic Word has been sent to lead us to Jesus, Who is “the
Day Star” (Revelation 22:16); and Jesus will lead us into the day of eternity, where there
will be no darkness. Thus we are informed that prophecy sheds a light before us, and if
we follow on we shall be led to Jesus, and to His eternal kingdom.

That God leads His people, going before them, is shown in the way He led
ancient Israel: “God led them not through the land of the Philistines ... but God led the
people about, through the way of the wilderness. And the Lord went before them by day
in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them
light. To go by day and night: He took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the
pillar of fire by night from before the people.” (Exodus 13:17-22). “So it was always”
(Numbers 9: 16-23) - throughout the whole of their wilderness wanderings the Lord
always went before them, leading them through all their varied experiences.

The fact that God led His people is repeated again and again in the sacred
Scriptures: Exodus 15:13; Deuteronomy 8:2, 15; 29:5; 32:10; 2 Samuel 5:2; 1 Chronicles
11:2; Nehemiah 9: 12; Psalm 77:20; 106:9; 107:7; 136:16.

Christ leads His people today through His Word, even as He led ancient Israel by
means of the pillar of cloud and fire.

As Israel followed that light and could see the path ahead as they looked to
where the cloud was leading them, so in a similar way God’s people today may know
what lies ahead, by following the directions given them in the prophetic Word.

5. God Reveals the Future to His Saints
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“The Secret of the Lord is with them that fear Him” (Psalm 25: 14).

One does not need to be endowed with the prophetic gift before he can enter into
the secrets of God with respect to the future. “God is no respecter of persons”, and
whenever people came into close relationship with Him, He revealed to them the
unfolding of events. This was not merely the privilege of a few who were selected for
such revelations; but whenever anyone came into close fellowship with God there
followed an intimacy which took in the unfolding of future events. Writing of Enoch’s
fellowship with God, the Lord’s servant says: “Enoch . . . was honored with special
revelations from God . . . spent much time in solitude, giving himself to meditation and
prayer. Through holy angels God revealed to Enoch His purpose to destroy the world by
a flood, and He also opened more fully to him the plan of redemption. By the spirit of
prophecy He carried him down through the generations that should live after the flood,
and showed him the great events connected with the second coming of Christ and the
end of the world. In prophetic vision he was instructed concerning the death of Christ,
and was shown His coming in glory, attended by all the holy angels, to ransom people
from the grave. He also saw the corrupt state of the world when Christ should appear the
second time . . . He saw the righteous crowned with glory and honor, and the wicked
banished from the presence of the Lord, and destroyed by fire.” (PP. 85, 86).

God was also intimate with Abraham, and revealed the future to him: “And the
Lord said, Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which | do?” (Genesis 18: 17). In
harmony with the principle which He declared later through the prophet Amos (3: 7), the
Lord warned Abraham of His intention to destroy the wicked cities of the plain. Why did
God do this? Because He knew Abraham would want to be forewarned in time so that
he could especially pray for the safety of Lot and his family who were residing there.
Thus the Lord’s love for Abraham prompted Him to forewarn Abraham, even as He
forewarns all “the children of Abraham” of those events which will affect them, so that
they like Abraham might have the opportunity of preparing to meet the exigencies. To
Abraham also was presented a view of the coming Savior: “Your father Abraham
rejoiced to see My day: and he saw it, and was glad.” (John 8: 56).

Throughout the centuries, those who have listened to the voice of the Spirit of
God have been shown “things to come-(John 16: 13). Those who love the Lord enough
to make heart-searching study of the Holy Scriptures, will know that they were written “of
things to come” and only with reference to the “sons” of God and “the work- of God
(Isaiah 45: 11), and therefore in asking for light upon the prophetic Word, they are asking
only for light concerning the work of salvation through the church-and the results of the
rejection of that salvation.

“Thus said the Lord the Maker thereof, the Lord that formed it, to establish it. The
Lord is His name; Call unto Me, and | will answer thee, and show thee great and mighty
[hidden, margin] things, which thou knows not” (Jeremiah 33: 2, 3) this promise refers to
things whether past, present, or future. It was given with respect to the Lord’s assurance
of the return of His people from their Babylonian captivity, which at that time was still
many years in the future.

Down through the ages God's people, through the prophetic Word, have become
acquainted with the secrets of future events. Israel in Egypt knew that the time for their
deliverance was before them, and as the four centuries mentioned by God in His
promise to Abraham were about to expire, the parents of Moses prepared to meet the
events they anticipated at the expiration of that period. The Israelites were informed
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beforehand that the Babylonians would invade their land and take them into captivity for
seventy years, at the end of which period they would be able to return to their own land.
These events were clearly outlined a long time before they transpired. When all the
promises and prophecies are grouped together it is really an inspiration to notice how
fully God notified His people beforehand concerning the unfolding of coming events. Any
lack of foreknowledge was due to their pre-occupation with their own affairs, their lack of
spiritual discernment, their lack of interest in the work of God on earth.

The statement in Psalm 25: 14 is applied by God'’s servant to the understanding
of future events by those who love and fear God, as may be discerned in the following
extract: “To prepare a people to stand in the day of God, a great work of reform was to
be accomplished. Faithful men, who were obedient to the prompting of God’s Spirit and
the teachings of His Word, were to proclaim this warning to the world. They were those
who had taken heed to the ‘sure word of prophecy’, the ‘light that shines in a dark place,
until the day dawn, and the day-star arise.” They had been seeking the knowledge of
God. And the Lord revealed to them the great things of the kingdom. ‘The secret of the
Lord is with them that fear Him; and He will show them His covenant'. It was not the
leaders in the church who had an understanding of this truth, and engaged in its
proclamation. Had these been faithful watchmen, diligently and prayerfully searching the
Scriptures, they would have known the time of night. The prophecies would have opened
to them the events about to take place. Those who turn away from the light which God
has given, or neglect to seek it when it is within their reach, are left in darkness.
Whoever is with singleness of purpose seeking to do God'’s will, earnestly heeding the
light already given, will receive greater light.” (GC. 311, 312.)

6. Christ’s Love Prompts Him to Forewarn His Church:

Prepare for Coming Events

After Peter had stated three times, in answer to the Lord’s searching enquiry, that
he loved Jesus, the Lord then definitely informed Peter that he would be crucified-see
John 21: 18, 19. The meeting of Jesus with His disciples on that memorable occasion
was prompted by His desire to assure them of His love for them. Peter had denied Him,
and the others had forsaken Him in the hour of need. On this occasion He took
opportunity to assure them that He had called them to be leaders in His church. It was
an occasion for the expression of love. It was at that time that the Lord revealed to Peter
what lay before him. That this revelation of his future caused Peter to make thorough
preparation to meet it is shown in his two epistles. In 2 Peter 1: 10-18 he plainly declares
that he has not forgotten the words spoken to him by Jesus, and because he knew what
had been revealed to him concerning his future, he was anxious to impart as much
knowledge as he could before he died the death the Lord had shown would be his lot.
Here we have a practical example illustrating how the Lord reveals to His people what
events will transpire in the future in order that they may prepare to meet them.

The Lord’s desire for His people to be fully informed concerning the future as it
pertains to them is demonstrated by Him making clear to them twelve months
beforehand, the character of Judas who would betray Him (John 6: 70, 71). This desire
was further revealed by Jesus endeavoring to prepare His disciples for their coming hour
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of sorrow, perplexity, and anxiety:

“From this time forth began Jesus to show unto His disciples, how He must go
unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and
be killed, and be raised again the third day” (Matthew 16: 21). At that time Jesus was far
removed (reckoned in terms of those days) from Jerusalem, in Caesarea Philippi, but in
His love and care over His “little flock.” He sought to prepare them for their coming test
by informing them concerning His future which would so powerfully affect their lives.
They entertained wrong ideas of the purpose and results of Christ’s work. They were
then still thinking in terms of the temporal kingdom they thought Jesus would establish.
They did not understand the true interpretation of the prophecies concerning the work of
the Messiah and the spiritual kingdom He would establish by His death and resurrection.
Thus they were not prepared for the grim realities which would eventually come to shake
their faith and confidence and lead them into such gloom and hopeless despair. Had
they but listened to what Jesus so plainly told them with reference to the future, they
need not have been filled with such distress. His prophecies concerning what was to
occur were given because He loved them and wanted them to be fully prepared for what
was coming.

We marvel at their blindness, after having lived with Jesus for so long a time
during which He had demonstrated abundantly His faultless knowledge of things past,
present, and future. Why did they not heed His clear prophecies that He gave to prepare
them for what was coming? They were filled with the teachings of the Pharisees and
scribes concerning the literal kingdom to be established by the Messiah, which suited
their selfish desires; what Jesus told them depicted a pathway before them of cross
bearing, a life of self-denial, and persecution from foes and so-called friends. Because of
natural bias, the harder way, which was clearly revealed in the revelation Jesus gave
them of the future, was unwelcome. It proved their preconceived ideas were wrong and
their pride was hurt in this regard, and because of the unwelcome nature of that
revelation they did not meditate upon it until it became the guiding principle in their lives.
As these experiences were recorded for our benefit, we may well marvel that, like the
disciples, there are among God’s people today. those who misunderstand some of the
prophecies concerning the final conflict. Unless they interpret those prophecies in
harmony with the Lord’s clear counsel as given through the Spirit of Prophecy, they too
will pass through unnecessary darkness and distress, through not comprehending the
significance of fulfilling prophecies which they have misinterpreted.

The prophet Isaiah in his wonderful portrayal of the sufferings of the coming
Savior, revealed that it would be the vision of the ultimate success of His mission that
would sustain Him: “He shall see of the travail of His soul, and be satisfied. And He shall
divide the spoil with the strong” (Isaiah 53: 11, 12). The Lord’s servant declares that from
the days of eternity Jesus “saw the whole length of the path He must travel in order to
save that which was lost”. But the vision before Him of the success of His work
sustained Him through the trying times: “Ever before Him He saw the result of His
mission. His earthly life, so full of toil and sacrifice, was cheered by the prospect that He
would not have all this travail for naught. By giving His life for the life of men, He would
bring back the world to its loyalty to God ... although the shadow of an unspeakable woe
was upon Him. Yet for the joy that was set before Him, He chose to endure the cross,
and despised the shame.” (DA 410).

As Jesus was strengthened for the perils and dangers before Him by a vision of
the future, so He has sought to strengthen His followers by giving to them a clear
conception of coming events. Commenting upon the Lord’s intention to instruct His
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disciples concerning the future, the servant of the Lord says: “From the chosen
companions of His ministry the scenes that lay before Him were as yet hidden; but the
time was near when they must behold His agony. They must see Him whom they had
loved and trusted, delivered into the hands of His enemies, and hung upon the cross of
Calvary. Soon He must leave them to face the world without the comfort of His visible
presence. He knew how bitter hate and unbelief would persecute them, and He desired
to prepare them for their trial. Jesus and His disciples had now come into one of the
towns about Caesarea Philippi. They were beyond the limits of Galilee. He was about to
tell them of the suffering that awaited Him” (DA 411).

“The disciples still expected Christ to reign as a temporal prince. But the hour of
the power of darkness was drawing on, and Jesus must open to His disciples the conflict
before them. He was sad as He anticipated the trial. Now the time has come for the veil
that hides the future to be withdrawn. From that time forth began Jesus to show to His
disciples, how that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer ... and he killed, and be raised
again the third day.” (DA. 415).

Thus He pointed them to their coming hour of sorrow. But He also coupled with it
the knowledge that He would rise again. And His tender love for them caused Him at
that time to encourage and strengthen them further for their trial by giving them the
experience on the Mount of Transfiguration. Here was depicted the coming kingdom of
glory, when from the dead and the living (like Moses and Elijah) His saints would be with
Him in a kingdom far transcending in power and glory any kingdom seen or even
dreamed of by man. Thus the Mount of Transfiguration becomes the symbol of the love
of Christ for His people a love which prompts Him to depict events beyond the difficulties
and dangers of the nearer future to the consummation of their hopes in the eternal
kingdom, where the surges cease to roll.

Again we quote the words of the servant of the Lord: “Beyond the poverty and
humiliation of the present, He pointed the disciples to His coming in glory, not in
splendor of an earthly throne, but with the glory of God and hosts of heaven. And then
He said, ‘He shall reward every man according to His works. Then for their
encouragement He gave the promise, ‘Verily | say unto you, There be some standing
here, which shall not taste of death, till they see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom.’
But the disciples did not comprehend His words. The glory seemed far away. Their eyes
were upon the nearer view’ the earthly life of poverty, humiliation, and suffering. Must
their glowing expectations of the Messiah’s kingdom be relinquished? Were they not to
see their Lord exalted to the throne of David? ... Doubt also harassed their minds ...
They questioned why He should voluntarily go to Jerusalem to meet the treatment which
He had told them He was there to receive” (DA. 418).

Such are the doubts and fears raised in the hearts of those who, from
preconceived ideas mingled with self interest, reluctantly listen to the words of Heaven
depicting the events which will actually happen according to the prophetic Word.

The failure of the disciples to heed the Savior’s instruction regarding the actual
nature and results of His earthly mission is illustrated again by their failure to keep wide
awake to all that transpired on the Mount of Transfiguration and to alertly listen to every
word spoken by Jesus and the heavenly visitants.

“Through being overcome with sleep, the disciples heard little of what passed
between Christ and the heavenly messengers. Failing to watch and pray, they had not
received that which God desired to give them a knowledge of the sufferings of Christ,
and the glory that should follow” (DA. 425).
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Thus we observe how the Lord repeatedly sought to acquaint His disciples with
the coming events that would so vitally affect them, but because of their preconceived
ideas, they could not be awakened to their importance and reality.

Following up His previous attempts to make the future clear to them, the Lord
once more repeated His statement regarding the tragic events which would plunge His
disciples into unnecessary gloom and despair: “And while they abode in Galilee, Jesus
said unto them, The Son of Man shall be betrayed into the hands of men. And they shall
kill Him, and the third day He shall be raised again” (Matthew 17: 22). Surely language
could not be plainer, and yet when these words were fulfilled, the disciples had so little
dwelt upon their significance, due to mistaken notions obtruding and being a barrier to
clear vision, that when they were actually fulfilled before their very eyes, the disciples did
not even then perceive their meaning! It seems incredible that it could have happened
thus. But surely it is more incredible that in the light of all these things there exists a
similar experience among some of God’s people today. A false interpretation of
prophecy will not only blind eyes to unfulfilled prophecies, but will also later prevent
people from recognizing the fulfilment of these same prophecies.

We refer again to the pen of God’s servant: “During the remainder of His stay in
Galilee, it was His object to instruct His disciples rather than labor for the multitudes. On
the journey through Galilee, Christ again tried to prepare the minds of His disciples for
the scenes before Him. He told them that He was to go up to Jerusalem to be put to
death and to rise again. The disciples did not even nhow comprehend His words.” (DA
432).

That Christ’s prophecies concerning His death and resurrection were plain
enough is evidenced by the fact that His enemies understood them and sought to
prevent their possible fulfillment concerning His resurrection. “The chief priests and
Pharisees came together unto Pilate, saying, Sir, we remember that that deceiver said *
while He was yet alive, After three days | will rise again. Command therefore that the
sepulchre be made sure until the third day, lest His disciples come by night, and steal
Him away, and say unto the people, He is risen from the dead. So the last error shall be
worse than the first. Pilate said unto them, You have a watch; go your way, make it as
sure as you can.” (Matthew 27:62-65).

Even when Christ’s clearly-stated words were fulfilled before their eyes, when the
women brought back their testimony of having seen the Lord, when carefully folded
shroud and napkin bore silent but conclusive testimony that the body of Jesus not in His
grave, the minds of the disciples were still too numb with preconceived ideas to believe
the plainest of evidences that Jesus was actually resurrected. Even John, great in love
of Jesus and quick in sight, even he, after hearing from the excited men the wonderful
news of the resurrection of Jesus and after seeing the grave-clothes neatly folded, “did
not yet understand the Scripture that Christ must rise from the dead; but he no
remembered the Savior’s words foretelling His resurrection” (DA. 789).

Jesus sent three messages to His disciples, through those who had seen Him
after His resurrection, concerning His meeting with them in Galilee. The definiteness with
which this message was sent, with all that that message indicated, should have been
sufficient to have convinced them of the certainty of Christ’s resurrection. But such is the
effect of preconceived notions that they were not even then prepared to perceive the
greatest, the most thrilling message which could reach mortal ears. “As they heard this
appointment, so definitely given, the disciples began to think of Christ’'s words foretelling
His resurrection. But even now they did not rejoice. They could not cast off their doubt
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and perplexity. Even when the women declared that they had seen the Lord, the
disciples would not believe. They thought them under an illusion . . . They despaired ...
They feared ... Lonely and sick at heart. They met together in the upper chamber, and
closed and fastened the doors, knowing that the fate of their beloved Teacher might at
any time he theirs. And all the time they might have been rejoicing in the knowledge of a
risen Savior.” (DA. 793, 794).

Such is the folly of permitting false, man-made interpretations of prophecy to
blind the mind so that it cannot grasp the meaning of coming events nor discern the
actual fulfillment transpiring before one’s very eyes. That this experience of the disciples
was written as a solemn message to the people of God in these last times, is clearly
stated by God'’s servant.

It will be observed that the Spirit of Prophecy points to the final conflict when
making the application concerning the failure of the disciples to understand the meaning
of the Savior’'s words with respect to the crisis suddenly precipitated by the closing
events of Christ’s earthly ministry.

God inspired His servant to write these words of warning: “The people of God are
directed to the Scriptures as their safeguard against the influence of false teachers and
the delusive power of spirits of darkness. The last great delusion is soon to open before
us. Antichrist is to perform his marvelous works in our sight. So closely will the
counterfeit resemble the true that it will be impossible to distinguish between them
except by the Holy Scriptures. In order to endure the trial before them, they must
understand the will of God as revealed in His Word.

None but those who have fortified the mind with the truths of the Bible will stand
through the last great conflict”. Now observe the definite connection between the test
that came to the disciples in the final conflict of Christ’s closing days of earthly ministry
and the test which is to come to God's people in the closing days of earth’s history. The
Lord’s servant continues: “Before His crucifixion, the Savior explained to His disciples
that He was to be put to death, and to rise again from the tomb; and angels were present
to impress His words on minds and hearts. But the disciples were looking for temporal
deliverance from the Roman yoke, and they could not tolerate the thought that He in
whom all their hopes centered should suffer an ignominious death. The words which
they needed to remember were banished from their minds; and when the time of trial
came, it found them unprepared. The death of Jesus as fully destroyed their hopes as if
He had not forewarned them. So in the prophecies the future is opened before us as
plainly as it was opened to the disciples by the words of Christ. The events connected
with the close of probation and the work of Preparation for the time of trouble, are clearly
presented. But multitudes have no more understanding of these important truths than if
they had never been revealed. Satan watches to catch away every impression that
would make them wise unto salvation, and the time of trouble will find them unready.”
(GC. 593, 594).

7.“1 Tell You Before it Come to Pass” (John 13: 19).
“The Crowning Evidence of Christ's Messiah ship” (DA. 655)
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Our Lord gave many wonderful evidences of His Divinity, but the servant of the
Lord declares that He gave “the crowning evidence of His Messiah ship” when He
demonstrated that He was fully acquainted with the base treachery of Judas in betraying
Him. “By reading the secret purpose of the traitor's heart, Christ gave Judas the final,
convincing evidence of His divinity” (DA. 655). God'’s servant writes concerning Christ’s
foreknowledge and of His revelation to His disciples of such knowledge: “As they were
seated at the table He said, looking upon His disciples, ‘| speak not of you all. | know
whom | have chosen. But that the Scripture may be fulfilled, He that eats bread with Me,
hath lifted up His heel against Me’. Even now the disciples did not suspect Judas. As
they ate in silence, Jesus said, ‘Verily, | say unto you, that one of you shall betray Me.’ In
surprise and confusion at the exposure of his purpose, Judas rose hastily to leave the
room.

“In pronouncing the woe upon Judas, Christ also had a purpose of mercy toward
His disciples. He gave them the crowning evidence of his Messiah ship. ‘I tell you before
it come,” He said, ‘that when it is come to pass, you may believe that | AM.” Had Jesus
remained silent, in apparent ignorance of what was to come upon Him, the disciples
might have thought that their Master had not divine foresight, and had been surprised
and betrayed into the hands of the murderous mob. A year before, Jesus had told the
disciples that He had chosen twelve, and that one was a devil. Now His words to Judas,
showing that his treachery was fully known to His Master, would strengthen the faith of
Christ’s followers during His humiliation. And when Judas should have come to his
dreadful end, they would remember the woe that Jesus had pronounced upon the
betrayer.” (DA. 654, 655)

From these inspired words we learn not only the Divine power and wisdom Jesus
revealed in reading the purpose and plan of Judas and in revealing this foreknowledge
to His disciples, but from this experience we may learn general principles which govern
the Lord’s actions toward His enemies and toward His people.

From the beginning, God and Christ knew of the apostasy of Satan, and of the
fall of man through the deceptive power of the apostate. God did not ordain that sin
should exist, but He foresaw its existence, and made provision to meet the terrible
emergency. (DA 22).

The Spirit of Prophecy has declared that when Lucifer’'s defection from God’s
government became obvious, God explained His plan of salvation to the sinless hosts.
Thus they were strengthened in their loyalty to God in the hour of perplexity. Down
through the years God's foreknowledge enabled Him to forestall every move made by
His adversaries, and by taking His people into His confidence, they too have been
strengthened in their hours of perplexity to trust in their God.

Jesus knew all about Nathanael, though humanly they had never before met face
to face. It was this astounding foreknowledge of his character that caused Nathanael to
ejaculate, “Rabbi, Thou art the Son of God; Thou art the King of Israel.” (John 1:47-51).
The Lord’s omniscience is further indicated in many passages of Scripture. One of these
is John 2: 24, 25: “But Jesus did not commit Himself unto them, because He knew all
men, and needed not that any should testify of man: for He knew what was in man”.

God is never taken by surprise. Never will an emergency arise for which He has
not made ample provision. He sees all beforehand and has all His plans ready for every
occasion. Throughout the prophecies of both the Old and the New Testaments, the Lord
has given an abundance of evidence that He has foreseen every detail of the various
crises that would arise in the unfolding of history, and in those prophecies He has made
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all necessary details clear to His people. If they do not know these details it is because
of their failure to give sufficient earnest study to His Word. The more one studies the
prophecies of the Old Testament, in the light of the principle of the double application so
clearly enunciated in the New Testament, the more is one given a lively sense of the
microscopic survey the Lord’s infinite Mind has made, particularly of the final conflict,
into which the remnant church will shortly be plunged. As one considers that that
microscopic survey of the very last days was done thousands of years ago, there dawns
the sweet restfulness engendered by the knowledge that God knows all and that no
sudden emergency can overwhelm any one of His children for which He has not made
ample provision. It is the Lord’s love and consideration for His church which prompts
Him to share with His people a foreknowledge of the unfolding of events in the great
controversy between the forces of good and evil, so that they may make adequate
preparation and also be guided in knowing how to act wisely when circumstances arise.

From the Lord’s experience with Judas we may learn important lessons. Twelve
months before the actions of Judas revealed the evil within him, that evil was known by
Jesus. But the point to be emphasized is that Jesus shared that knowledge with His
disciples so that when the unfolding of events revealed the true’ character of the
betrayer the disciples would then remember how the Lord had declared this beforehand,
at a time when there appeared no indication to them of the coming apostasy of Judas.
This would serve to increase their confidence in the Lord’s foreknowledge, and also
serve to strengthen their confidence in His love which prompted Him to inform them
beforehand so that they would be free from any perplexity which might otherwise arise
from the perfidy of Judas. As declared by the Lord’s servant: ---A year before, Jesus had
told the disciples that He had chosen twelve, and that one was a devil. Now His words to
Judas, showing that his treachery was fully known to His Master, would strengthen the
faith of Christ’s followers during His humiliation” (DA. 655).

Thus we see how infinite love and wisdom prompts God to acquaint His people
beforehand with the evil designs of their enemies so that they might have a
demonstration of His care over them, for such revelations are always accompanied by
assurances that He will be with His people in their conflicts with the powers of earth,
protecting, blessing, and guiding them to glorious victory - this is the purport of every
prophecy in the Bible, and a failure to grasp this fact is to miss the very purpose for
which they were given.

When Jesus had declared His foreknowledge that Judas would betray Him, He
continued, saying: “Now | tell you before it come, that, when it is come to pass, you may
believe that | AM.” (John 13:19). Thus He declared that His purpose in telling them of His
knowledge beforehand was to strengthen their faith in Him as the Messiah, the One who
is revealed in all the prophecies of the Bible to lead and guide His people through to the
eternal kingdom. The word “Now” is given as “From henceforth | tell you before it come
to pass”, and this is the rendering given in the Revised Version, Dr. Strong, etc., while
other translations read: “For the future”; “From this time”, etc.

That same night the Lord clearly declared concerning the Holy Spirit: “He will
show you things to come-(John 16: 13). The work of acquainting the people of God with
a foreknowledge of events to occur would be continued under the leadership of the Holy
Spirit. The Holy Spirit guides our study of the Word of God wherein have been placed an
amazing number of details of events yet to occur as the scroll of history unrolls. Jesus
pointed to the statement in the Psalms (41:9) and applied it to His experience when
Judas ate bread with Him. Similarly, there are statements scattered throughout the
historical and prophetic books of the Old Testament which were recorded in those books
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because similar experiences would befall God's people in the final scenes of the great
controversy. Through the Spirit of Prophecy those historical statements have been
applied in connection with God’s people in the last days. It is in this way alone that we
understand the statements of the Lord’s servant that all she has written is to be found in
the Bible, for many of the amazing details she has outlined to occur in connection with
the final conflict can be found in the word of God only when seen as history repeating
itself on a world-wide scale - a principle clearly enunciated in the New Testament; a
principle forming the basis of the book of Revelation.

In seeking to assure His followers that they would not be left as Fatherless
children in a dark world of sin, Jesus again repeated that He would inform them of each
event “before it come to pass, that, when it is come to pass, you might believe” (John

14: 29). He made reference to this statement the third time (John 16: 1-4) when
they, like Himself, would be betrayed and persecuted by deceived fellow-religionists.
This thrice-repeated declaration shows how much it is a part of Christ’s plan that His
church should be acquainted in advance with the dangers and perils that would beset
them. It is far from the Divine purpose to keep His people in ignorance of these things. It
is Satan’s purpose to hide such knowledge from them and keep them from learning the
gracious revelations which the Lord has made for the comfort and guidance of His
people.

On the night of His betrayal, the Lord also said: “Henceforth | call you not
servants; for the servant knows not what his Lord does. But | have called you friends; for
all things that | have heard of My Father | have made known unto you” (John 15: 15).

It is the essence of our Father’s love to explain to His children as fully as He can,
dangers and perils ahead and to forewarn them clearly. Christians should enter fully into
this joyful fact and study the Scriptures expecting that the Lord therein will have made
ample provision for them to become fully acquainted with the unfolding of events,
especially those that would expose them to perils in which they would need heavenly
guidance. In His love for His people, the Lord has seen fit to give an amazing number of
details in outlining the scenes of the final conflict, and those details may be seen in all
their strengthening power and majesty, providing the Scriptures in which they are to be
found are interpreted aright. It helps Satan’s malicious interests to bring in confusion
concerning these, so that God’s people will be without the guidance and comfort these
glorious prophecies contain for them.

That God desires His people to be strengthened by possessing a foreknowledge
of coming perils and dangers may be seen in the way the Lord warned His disciples of
the dangers that would beset them. Concerning this, the servant of the Lord has written:

“Christ warned His disciples in regard to what they would meet in their work as
evangelists. He knew what their sufferings would be, what trials and hardships they
would be called upon to bear. He would not hide from them the knowledge of what they
would have to encounter, lest trouble, coming unexpectedly, should shake their faith. ‘I
have told you before it come to pass,’ He said, ‘that, when it come to pass, you might
believe.” Their faith was to be strengthened, rather than weakened, by the coming of
trial. They would say to one another, ‘He told us that this would come, and what we must
do to meet it.” (9T. 235).

Thus we see that the purpose of Christ in revealing beforehand to His people the
events that will befall them is to strengthen their faith in Him, and to prepare them for the
things He has revealed will come to them.
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How true and how wise are the words of Pastor A. V. Olson in his presentation
“The Place of Prophecy in Our Preaching” given at the Bible Conference in 1952 and
printed in “Our Firm Foundation”, vol. 2, pp. 552, 553:

“Another danger to be guarded against is the idea now current in many quarters
that unfulfilled prophecy must find no place in modern preaching. This is a grave
mistake. It is an effort on the part of Satan to rob preaching of one of its most glorious
functions; namely, that of revealing to mankind some of the vital things which the future
holds in store. The fundamental Christian doctrines of the second coming of Christ, the
resurrection, the millennium, the destruction of sin, the restoration of Paradise lost, etc,
are all founded on unfulfilled prophecy. These doctrines have been the hope and joy of
God'’s people in ages past. They are still the blessed hope of the saints today. The
realization of all that is vouchsafed to us in the gospel is dependent on the
accomplishment of prophecies yet unfulfilled. The elimination of these prophetic
doctrines would deprive the gospel message of much of its charm and power. It would
leave it meaningless; for without the resurrection and Paradise restored, the sacrifice on
the cross will have been in vain. Instead of eliminating these unfulfilled prophecies from
our preaching, we must proclaim them with greater power and conviction than ever
before.

“There are also other unfulfilled prophecies we must present if we are to give the
third angel’'s message to the world in its fullness. There is, for instance, the prophecy of
Revelation 13 regarding the parts that certain powers are still to play in the final scenes
of this world’s history, with special emphasis on the enforcement of the mark of the
beast. Such unfulfilled prophecies must be given the place in our preaching that their
importance demands. What we are to avoid is the descent into the realm of speculative
prophetic preaching.”

8. “Surely The Lord Will Do Nothing, But He Reveals His Secret”

Far from God keeping His people in ignorance with respect to future
events, the Scriptures emphatically declare that He will fully notify His people and
make known His intentions beforehand. -Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but
He reveals His secret unto His servants the prophets” (Amos 3: 7). Thus we are
informed as plainly as language can state it that God will outline the future for His
people through His servants the prophets; He will unveil for them what lies
ahead, so that they might prepare to meet the various crises as they come. Any
failure to discern the meaning of His prophetic messages of love would be the
fault of the human agent.

When God says He will do nothing without revealing it through His servants the
prophets it could mean only that He would give that revelation so that its message of
warning of coming events would be understood before those events transpired. Surely it
does not compliment God’s wisdom to think that He would present these prophetic
pictures and declarations to warn His people of what is coming and yet couch them in
such language that they can be understood only when the events described have
occurred! Let us believe the Lord when He says that He “will do nothing-affecting His
people and their enemies without notifying His people through the prophecies. Then
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when this statement is really believed the study of such a subject as the drying up of the
Euphrates will not be dismissed as obscure and not to be understood until it is fulfilled,
but will be regarded as one which the Lord has clearly explained in His Word as it surely
is.

Among many instances revealing the amazing number of details concerning
future events which the Lord has seen fit to make plain a long time before the events
transpired, we have chosen for our present consideration prophecies regarding the
coming of the Savior to earth. A surprising number of details were given concerning the
coming Redeemer: His mother would be a virgin (Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:22, 23); He
would be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2). Other children would be slain (Jeremiah 31:15;
Matthew 2:16-18); He would go to Egypt and return (Hosea 11:1; Matthew 2:13-15). He
would live in Nazareth (Matthew

2: 23). Before He commenced His public ministry He would be preceded by a
forerunner (Isaiah 40:3; Matthew 3:1-3); the land of Galilee particularly would be blessed
by His ministry (Isaiah 9:1, 2; Matthew 4:12-16). Details of His triumphal entry into
Jerusalem were given (Zechariah 9:9; Luke 19:38-40; Matthew 21:1-9). He would be
betrayed by one of His disciples (Psalm 41: 9; John 13: 18, 21, 26). The price of His
betrayal was definitely stated (Zechariah 11:12, 13; Matthew 26:14-16; 27:3-10); His
disciples would forsake Him (Zechariah 13: 7; Matthew 26: 56, 31). False witnesses
would testify against Him (Psalm 35:11; Matthew 26:59, 60); He would be smitten with a
rod (Micah 5: 1; Matthew 26: 67). Scourged and spat upon (Matthew 27: 30); He would
not reply to false accusations when His murderers were seeking His death (Isaiah 53: 7;
Matthew 27: 12, 14); His hands and feet would be pierced (Psalm 22: 16). Other details
are also given in this Psalm of His crucifixion. The very words of the people (vs. 7, 8;
Matthew 27: 41-43), His thirst (v. 15). His appearance as He hung on the cross (v. 17),
and how His bones were affected (v. 14), how His garments were divided among the
soldiers and they cast lots for His vesture (v. 18; John 19: 23, 24). His cry of agony (v. 1:
Matthew 27: 46). He was to die with the wicked and be buried with the rich (Isaiah 53: 9,
12; Mark 15: 27, 28). The prophecy of Daniel 9: 24-27 foretold the year of His death. The
Passover Lamb was to be slain on the 14th day of the 1st Month, therefore the month
and the day of His death had been prophesied for centuries, even from the Exodus from
Egypt, and the Daily Sacrifice foreshadowed the very hour of His death.

These and other details foreshadowing the birth, life, and death of the Messiah
are well-known. Our reason for mentioning them in this publication is to point out how
fully and clearly the prophecies have outlined, centuries in advance, the details of future
events. And also we desire to make the observation that these details were discerned by
Jesus in His capacity as a Representative of the human family. As the Son of God He
would naturally have the ability to read all the future, for nothing is hidden from the eyes
or knowledge of Him with Whom we have to do (Hebrews 4: 13-16).

As Jesus hung upon the cross, He knew that all the details outlined in the
prophetic Word had been fulfilled except that given in Psalm 69: 20, 21. And the fact that
our Lord was acquainted with all these prophecies and knew what was still future,
unfulfilled, is emphasized in the inspired Scripture, which reads:

“After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the
Scripture might be fulfilled, said, | thirst. Now there was set a vessel full of vinegar: and
they put it upon hissop, and put it to his mouth. When Jesus therefore had received the
vinegar, He said, It is finished: and He bowed His head, and gave up the ghost” (John
19: 28-30).
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Repeatedly the Inspired Record draws attention to the fact that Jesus knew of a
schedule of events and that He was fully acquainted with what lay before Him. He knew
the prophecy of Daniel 9: 24, 25 was fulfilled when He was baptized and began His
public ministry (Mark 1: 14, 15), showing that He had been well acquainted with that
prophecy before that time. When faced with perils from His enemies He repeatedly
declared that His time or His hour had not then come. But when the time came for His
death according to the prophecies, He then said that the hour of the prince of darkness
had come (John 2: 4; 7: 30; 8: 20; 12: 23, 27; 13: 1; 17: 1; Luke 22: 53).

“Now before the feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that His hour was come
that He should depart out of this world unto the father.” (John 13: 1). “Jesus therefore,
knowing all things that should come upon Him, went forth, and said unto them, Whom
seek you?” (John 18:4).

When Peter sought to defend His Master with the sword, Jesus again gave
evidence of His knowledge of a program of events that would surely be fulfilled in
accordance with the prophetic blue-print. He said: “Think thou that | cannot now pray to
My Father, and He presently give Me more than twelve Legions of angels? But how then
shall the Scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must be? But all this was done, that the
Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled- (Matthew 26: 53-56).

However, the fact to be emphasized is not merely that there is an unfolding of
events in accordance with the revelations of the prophecies, but the fact that our Lord
knew beforehand the program of events, which fact is reiterated in the Scriptural
Records. It should also be emphasized that from the Inspired Word we learn that Jesus
possessed a lively consciousness of the unfolding of a program of events and, in the
light of that knowledge, acted accordingly.

Our Lord's foreknowledge enabled Him to pray “with assurance”, and to make
wise and loving provisions for His disciples and the work to be committed to their hands:
“His constant prayer for them was that they might be sanctified through the truth. And He
prayed with assurance, knowing that an Almighty decree had been given before the
world was made. He knew that the gospel of the kingdom would be preached to all
nations for a witness. He knew that truth ... would conquer in the battle with evil He
realized that He must soon leave His disciples . . . He sought to ... prepare them for the
future. As an open book He read what was to be. He knew He would be separated from
them ... He knew they would suffer persecution . . . He knew that for witnessing for Him
as the Messiah, some of them would suffer death. And something of this He told them.
In speaking of their future, He was plain and definite” (AA. 20, 21).

He would know every detail of the future concerning every person on this planet
and also throughout the vast universe, for He is indeed an infinite God. But wherein He
was prepared and strengthened in His earthly life by an understanding of the unfolding
of events, that knowledge would have been available to any human being who sought
the everlasting Father as Jesus sought Him. “All that Christ received from God we too
may have” (C.O.L. 149). “Jesus revealed no qualities, and exercised no powers, that
men may not have through faith in Him. His perfect humanity is that which all His
followers may possess, if they will be in subjection to God as He was- (DA. 664; 9T. 22).

9. “0O Fools, and Slow of Heart.”
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To Believe All That the Prophets Have Spoken (Luke 24: 25)

These words were not spoken to the Lord’s enemies, but to His followers. The
guestion is not that of disbelieving the prophecies, nor of believing some of them, but a
matter of believing “all that the prophets have spoken”. The Pharisees believed in the
prophecies, and when asked where the Messiah should be born, knew that He would be
born in Bethlehem. Yet they rejected and crucified the Lord of glory -why? “Because they
knew Him not, nor yet the voices of the prophets which are read every Sabbath day” and
which “they have fulfilled in condemning Him.” (Acts 13: 27). They did not know Him
because they did not know “the voices of the prophets”; they did not “believe all that the
prophets had spoken- - they believed just those portions that suited their carnal desires,
their worldly ambitions that fed their pride. To “believe all that the prophets have spoken-
means consecrating body, soul, and spirit to the service of Christ: it means to dedicate
everything to the Lord and His service, to strive after holiness. This is the only message
of all the prophets -they never mention anything but what bears directly upon this high
calling of God in Christ Jesus.

There is joy, peace, light, and understanding in believing all that the prophets
have spoken; it was this that brought to the shepherds of Bethlehem the knowledge of
the birth of the Savior, that brought to them the manifestation of angels (Luke 2: 8-18;
DA. 47). It was this that brought to Simeon the knowledge that he would live until the
birth of the Savior and see Him; it was this that gave him such wonderful joy - “joy that
he has never before felt enters his soul” (Luke 2: 25-35; DA. 55). It was this that brought
to Anna the prophetess the honor and joy of seeing the Savior - “her face lighted up with
the glory of God, and she poured out her heart-felt thanks that she had been permitted
to behold Christ the Lord” (Luke 2: 36-38). Commenting upon these experiences the
Lord’s servant states: “These humble worshippers had not studied the prophecies in
vain. But those who held positions as rulers and priests in Israel, though they too had
before them the precious utterances of prophecy, were not walking in the way of the
Lord, and their eyes were not open to behold the Light of Life. So it is still. Events upon
which the attention of all heaven is centered, are undiscerned, their very occurrence is
unnoticed, by religious leaders, and worshippers in the house of God.” (DA. 55, 56).

Thus we observe the joy and light that comes to those who -believe all that the
prophets have spoken”. But it is to be regretted that even among sincere followers of the
Lord Jesus there are those who neglect the study of “all that the prophets have spoken”
and who, consequently, pass through some dark experiences, carrying heavy burdens
which would have been averted had they “believed all that the prophets have spoken”. In
this connection we cite the experience of Mary, the mother of Jesus. The servant of God
describes how Jesus at the age of twelve had a wonderful knowledge of the prophecies:
“He questioned these teachers in regard to the prophecies, and to the events then taking
place that pointed to the advent of the Messiah. His understanding of the prophecies far
exceeding theirs” (DA. 78, 79). It was at that time that “He had recognized that He was
the Son of God”, and knowing that the prophecies concerning the work and the
sufferings of the Messiah (DA. 79) were to meet their fulfillment in Himself, He then
began to prepare His mother for what lay ahead. Here we see another instance of where
the Lord Jesus informs His loved ones of coming events so that they may prepare for
them. The words of inspiration are: “As Joseph and Mary should return from Jerusalem
alone with Jesus, He hoped to direct their minds to the prophecies of the suffering
Savior. Upon Calvary He sought to lighten His mother’s grief. He was thinking of her
now. Mary was to witness His last agony, and Jesus desired her to understand His
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mission, that she might be strengthened to endure, when the sword should pierce her
soul. As Jesus had been separated from her, and she had sought Him sorrowing three
days, so when He should be offered up for the sins of the world, He would again be lost
to her for three days. And as He should come forth from the tomb, her sorrow would
again be turned to joy. But how much better she could have borne the anguish of His
death if she had understood the Scriptures to which He was now trying to turn her
thoughts (DA. 82, 83).

“O what peace we often forfeit, O what needless pain we bear”

when we neglect to study “all that the prophets have spoken”.

A classic example of the way the Lord reveals the unfolding of events to those
who are earnestly seeking Him in prayer and in the study of His prophetic Word but
passes by those who are not, is seen in the cases of the wise men from the east and the
leaders of Israel at the time of the birth of Jesus. “The magi learned with joy that His
coming was near, and that the whole world was to be filled with a knowledge of the glory
of the Lord. The wise men had seen a mysterious light in the heavens upon that night
when the glory of God flooded the hills of Bethlehem. Through dreams they were
instructed to go in search of the new-born Prince. At every pause for rest they searched
the prophecies; and the conviction deepened that they were divinely guided” (DA. 60,
61).

By contrast, the Jewish leaders, while knowing enough about the prophecies to
be able to inform Herod that the promised Messiah would be born in Bethlehem
(Matthew 2: 3-6), made the same fatal mistake that so many do today -they failed to
study the prophecies in order to learn the way of personal salvation from sin, from pride
and selfishness. They read the prophecies merely as “history in advance”, instead of
messages of love and mercy from a loving Heavenly Father who imparted to His
children, through the prophetic Word, a foreknowledge of coming events in order that
they might be prepared in heart for them. They knew beforehand the birthplace of the
Redeemer, but with that knowledge they did not possess a yearning for righteousness
and a seeking after it; thus they were passed by. They could have been led by God to
welcome the Savior at His birth; but men from “heathen” lands who were diligent
students of prophecy and seeking to do the will of God, were led from a distance to
worship at the feet of the infant King Jesus.

“The priests and elders of Jerusalem were not ignorant concerning the birth of
Christ as they pretended ... the rabbis had treated it as unworthy of their notice . . . Now
pride and envy closed the door against light . . . Here began the rejection of Christ by the
priests and rabbis. From this point their pride and, stubborness grew into a settled hatred
of the Savior” (DA. 62, 63).

“0, how Christ longed to open to Israel the precious treasures of the truth! But
such was their spiritual blindness that it was impossible to reveal to them the truths
relating to His kingdom. The Old Testament Scriptures stated plainly every detail of
Christ’'s ministry, and again and again He quoted from the prophets, and declared,
‘Today is this Scripture fulfilled in your cars.’ If they had honestly searched the
Scriptures, bringing their theories to the test of God’s Word, Jesus need not have wept
over their impenitence. He need not have declared, ‘Behold, your house is left unto you
desolate’. They might have been acquainted with the evidence of His Messiah ship, and
the calamity that laid their proud city in ruins might have been averted” (DA. 242).
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From the sad history of the Jewish nation we must learn the obvious lesson that
it is utter folly not to believe all that the prophets have spoken”. Unless we avoid walking
in their ways we too will suffer a similar fate. We are often warned in the Spirit of
Prophecy against following the example of the Jewish people. The Lord’s servant has
written: “Modern Israel are in greater danger of forgetting God and being led into idolatry
than were his ancient people.” (1T 609). “We should beware of indulging the spirit which
controlled the Jews. They would not learn of Christ, because His explanation of the
Scriptures did not agree with their ideas; therefore they became spies upon His track,
‘laying wait for Him, and seeking to catch something out of His mouth, that they might
accuse Him. There is no pride so dangerous as spiritual pride. The Jews perished as a
nation because they were drawn from the truth of the Bible by their rulers, priests, and
elders. Had they heeded the lessons of Jesus, and searched the Scriptures for
themselves, they would not have perished. When a point of doctrine that you do not
understand comes to your attention, go to God on your knees, that you may understand
what is truth, and not be found as were the Jews, fighting against God” (TM 108-110).

“The Jews ... had not studied the Scriptures with a desire to conform to the will of
God. They had searched for prophecies which could be interpreted to exalt themselves,
and to show how God despised all other nations” (DA. 65).

The Jews did not study all the prophecies in order to obtain a knowledge of all
that the Lord had revealed, but confined their studies to those prophecies which could be
read as proving their pre-conceived ideas. They were thus led to read into the
prophecies that which they desired, and closed their eyes to those aspects of prophetic
delineation that seemed to disagree with their desires or their conception of prophetic
fulfillment. This dangerous mode of Biblical study is still in vogue, and we entertain it at
our peril.

“At the time of Christ’s first advent, the priests and scribes of the holy city, to
whom were entrusted the oracles of God, might have discerned the signs of the times,
and proclaimed the coming of the Promised One. The prophecy of Micah designated His
birthplace; Daniel specified the time of His advent. God had committed these prophecies
to the Jewish leaders; they were without excuse if they did not know and declare to the
people that the Messiah’s coming was at hand. Their ignorance was the result of sinful
neglect ... With profound and reverent interest the elders of Israel should have been
studying the place, the time, the circumstances, of the greatest event in the world’s
history -the coming of the Son of God to accomplish the redemption of man. All the
people should have been watching and waiting that they might be among the first to
welcome the world’s Redeemer” (GC. 312, 313).

From the foregoing it will be observed that it was the privilege of both leaders and
people to know that the Messiah’s advent was near at hand, and in that knowledge to
have been ready and waiting to welcome Him. Their neglect to study the prophetic Word
in which was “stated plainly every detail of Christ’'s ministry” leaves them without excuse
-their rejection of the Savior was a natural result. Thus may be seen the fact that the
Lord expects His people to study the prophecies, not only to discern if their present
actions harmonize with the Scriptures, but to be prepared for future events. “He came
unto His own and His own received Him not.” (John 1: 11) because they were not
studying the prophecies and watching the unfolding of the Lord’s program of events.
They did not understand the Prophecies which outlined His ministry and sacrifice.
Perhaps they, too, reasoned that some of the prophecies were not important and
foolishly thought that some of them could not be understood until they were fulfilled, and
therefore unnecessary to study.
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Satan has always tried to influence God'’s professing people into a superficial
study of the Word of God.

“We should fear to skim the surface of the Word of God.” (6T 407) “Nine tenths of
our people, including many of our ministers and teachers, are content with surface
truths.” (E. G. White, Review & Herald, April 21, 1903). Mere surface readers of the Bible
do not go deep enough into the study of the prophetic Word to be able to grasp the
significance of what is portrayed with respect to future events. “O, fools, and slow of
heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken.”

10. Foreknowledge of the French Revolution

The Ending of the 1260 Years, the Overthrow of the Papacy, and the Part to be
Played by France.

Another illustration of the practical purpose which is served by the light that
shines from the prophetic Word, may be observed in the way that men of God were able
to know many years in advance - as early as a century beforehand -events that would
transpire with regard to the French Revolution and also in regard to the overthrow of the
Papacy.

In his book, “The Prophetic Faith of Our Fathers, Volume 2. Page 723 (chapter
entitled, “Predictions of French Revolution and Papal Overthrow”) Le Roy E. Froom has
summarized the facts:

“For more than a century before the Revolution developed, a line of expositors of
the Protestant Historical School not only had predicted from the prophecies of Daniel
and the Apocalypse the approaching end of the 1260 years of the ecclesiastical
supremacy of the Papacy, but had set forth France as the probable instrument, and
infidelity as the possible means of the coming overthrow. When, therefore, the French
Revolution broke forth in 1789, not only did new writers solemnly discourse on
contemporary fulfilling prophecy, but various compilations of past statements were
assembled and printed. Let us note them. (1) Towers Reprints Imposing List of
Predictions. Joseph Lomas Towers (1767?-1831) furnishes an example, with his
lllustrations of Prophecy, based on predictions in Daniel and Revelation of ‘A Revolution
in France’, and ‘The Overthrow of the Papal Power, and of Ecclesiastical Tyranny’ . . . In
this unusual treatise there is allusion to and citation of expositors in this imposing list,
spreading back over a hundred and fifty years.”

The reader is directed to “The Prophetic Faith of our Fathers” for abundant
evidence that Christians knew at least a century in advance concerning the French
Revolution and the Papal overthrow. We quote again from the pen of L. E. Froom:-

“Drue Cressener, in 1689 declared that the 1260 years were to be calculated
from Justinian’s recognition of the papal primacy to M about 1800 or shortly before (see
Prophetic Faith, Volume 2, Pages 588-597). And many on both sides of the Atlantic-
some twenty in all - began to anticipate some great crisis soon to take place affecting the
Papacy, with France as the one to deliver the fatal stroke with the sword, and the
‘earthquake’ as some kind of internal upheaval. Thus it was that when the Revolution
swept over France, and the subsequent captivity of Pius V1 took place at Rome in 1798
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under Berthier, Marshal of France, this event was widely declared to be the end of the
1260 years” (see Prophetic Faith, vol. 2, chaps. 33, 34): -Our Firm Foundation, Volume
2, Page 93.

To quote briefly from Prophetic Faith-: “The French Revolution Foreseen, in 1693
... In 1686 Jurieu . . . writing a full century before the French upheaval . . . ‘Now, what is
this tenth part of this city, which is to fall? In my opinion, we cannot doubt that it is
France . . . It cannot be any country but France’ ... Jacques Philipot’s Elucidation on the
Apocalypse of St. John devoted a number of pages to the part he felt France would play
in the coming overthrow. ‘As the king of France did his utmost to enhance the glory of
Popery, it will be the king of France who shall mostly contribute to her ruin’. This was
written, be it remembered, a full century before the French Revolution.”

And so we could proceed pointing out from this wonderful source of information,
‘which we have inherited from the patient and scholarly research of Le Roy E. Froom,
that men of God, from their Spirit-filled study of the sacred Scriptures, had been able a
long time ahead to proclaim what would occur with reference to the French Revolution,
the time of the ending of the 1260 years, the ending of Papal supremacy at the
expiration of the 1260 years, that France would be the power that would begin the
overthrow of the Papal power, etc.

If men who lived in a time of such gross darkness, before the time mentioned in
Daniel when knowledge of the Scriptures would be increased (Daniel 12: 4), knew these
future events a century in advance, why should we not know of events that are shortly to
come to pass? Should not we who have been blessed with the light of the third angel's
Message, with its light upon the spiritual significance of the prophecies relating to the
Israel of God, the sanctuary, the heavenly ministry of Jesus as High Priest, and the
many aspects of Biblical truth all made so clear to us through the Spirit of Prophecy,
have a clear understanding of the events which are to terminate the great conflict
between the forces of good and evil?

If students of the prophetic Word could know over a century in advance
particulars concerning the few prophetic references to the wounding of the Papacy by
the French Revolutionaries, etc., should not we today from the numbers of prophecies
depicting the complete overthrow and destruction of the Papacy and the end of Satan’s
evil system now understand clearly these things that are shortly to come to pass?

There is no reason why all Seventh-day Adventists should not know now-the
meaning of such prophecies as the drying up of the Euphrates, for surely the Word of
God has made this subject quite clear: it should be readily understood by all who love
the Lord, for to such the promise is: “The secret of the Lord is with them that fear Him.

11. A Wonderful Impetus given to The Advent Movement

By an Exhibition of Foreknowledge

That the Lord grants light and knowledge to His servants enabling them to know
in advance the coming of future events and thus glorify His name by declaring to the
world what will come to pass, may be observed in the prediction made by Josiah Litch.
The Lord used this display of the foreknowledge of events to bring conviction to the
minds of many, and to demonstrate “the correctness of the principles of prophetic
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interpretation adopted by Miller and his associates”, and thus “a wonderful impetus was
given to the Advent Movement”. When outlining the history of the progress of the Advent
message, the Lord’s servant mentioned this experience, saying:

“In the year 1840, another remarkable fulfillment of prophecy excited widespread
interest. Two years before, Josiah Litch, one of the leading ministers preaching the
second advent, published an exposition of Revelation 91 predicting the fall of the
Ottoman empire, and specifying not only the year but the very day on which this would
take place. According to this exposition, which was purely a matter of calculation on the
prophetic periods of Scripture, the Turkish government would surrender its
independence on the eleventh day of August, 1840. The prediction was widely
published, and thousands watched the course of events with eager interest.

“At the very time specified, Turkey, through her ambassadors. accepted the
protection of the allied powers of Europe, and thus placed herself under the control of
Christian nations. The event exactly fulfilled the prediction. When it became known,
multitudes were convinced of the correctness of the principles of prophetic interpretation
adopted by Miller and his associates, and a wonderful impetus was given to the Advent
movement” (GC. 334, 335).

As this exhibition of foreknowledge on the part of His servant, Josiah Litch was
used by God to bring conviction to many hearts and to achieve the result of giving “a
wonderful impetus to the Advent movement, surely the same results would be achieved
by similar demonstrations of foreknowledge on the part of His people today. Were we as
fully informed as we might be, could we not, in some respects at least, be able to
emphasize more of what the prophecies declare will occur? Have not we been
admonished: “So today we are to consider the dealings of God with the nations of the
earth. We are to see in history the fulfilment of prophecy, to study the workings of
Providence in the great reformatory movements, and to understand the progress of
events in the marshalling of the nations for the final conflict of the great controversy” (8T.
307). “Already the inhabitants of the earth are marshalling under the leading of the
prince of darkness, and this is but the beginning of the end.” (p. 49).

Were the prophecies concerning the river Euphrates, the king of the north, the
beast and the false prophet leading the world to Armageddon, understood better, there
would be a greater appreciation of the present developing situation among the nations,
and a clearer proclamation of God’s message in relation thereto. Someday God’s people
will see more clearly the great significance to the church of such prophecies as the
conflict of the King of the North against the King of the South (at present being waged -
and later resulting in the temporary triumph of the King of the North), the drying up of the
waters of the Euphrates and the coming of the Kings from the sun rising. Numbers of
statements made by the servant of God intimate that such will be the case. For instance,
we quote the following statement: “Men are not to be left in darkness concerning this
important matter; the warning against this sin [accepting the mark of the beast] is to be
given to the world before the visitation of God’s judgments, that all may know why they
are to be inflicted, and have opportunity to escape them” (GC. 450).

Obviously, then, the time is coming when there will no longer be uncertainty
concerning the outpouring of the 6th plague, for this will be explained to the people
before the close of probation. No longer will those who proclaim God's last-day Message
interpret the drying up of the Euphrates to mean the ending of Turkey or other nations
adjacent to the literal river Euphrates. “The final warning” will make clear the facts
concerning Babylon and “the visitation of God’s judgments-upon her (see GC. 603, 604).
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Then, the waters of the Euphrates will be explained to be the multitudes supporting
Babylon and doing her bidding. Then will be proclaimed with power the warning
concerning the wrath of God to be poured out upon the people who serve Babylon. The
Lord’s servant has declared that the people will be informed as to why God will send the
plagues. It is gratifying to observe that so many of our Bible teachers and students now
understand that the waters of Babylon’s river (the Euphrates) represent the people of
Babylon, as definitely stated by the angel (Revelation 17: 1, 15). The fact that this truth is
becoming more and more understood indicates that God is preparing His people to give
the loud cry, the final warning.

Holding to errors and neglecting to study more deeply into the Word of God
causes people to “dimly comprehend the messages of Heaven”. Concerning this, God’s
servant has written:-

“Men do not fully understand what God would accomplish by the work which He
gives us to do; they do not comprehend, in all its bearing, the message which they utter
in His name. Though the finite minds of men are inadequate to enter into the counsels of
the Infinite One, or to fully understand the working out of His purposes, yet often it is
because of some error or neglect on their part, that they so dimly comprehend the
messages of Heaven. Not infrequently the minds of the people -and even of God'’s
servants - are blinded by human opinions, the traditions and false teachings of men, so
that they are able only partially to grasp the great things which He has revealed in His
Word. Thus it was with the disciples of Christ, even when the Savior was with them in
person. Their minds had become imbued with the popular conception of the Messiah as
a temporal prince, who was to exalt Israel to the throne of universal empire, and they
could not understand the meaning of his words foretelling His sufferings and death.”

“They preached the message which Christ had committed to them, though they
themselves misapprehended its meaning. While their announcement was founded on
Daniel 9: 25, they did not see, in the next verse of the same chapter, that Messiah was
to be cut off. From their very birth their hearts had been set upon the anticipated glory of
an earthly empire, and this blinded their understanding alike to the specifications of the
prophecy and to the words of Christ” (GC. 343-345).

Here we discern the reason why some students of Holy Writ are not clear
concerning future events -they entertain misconceptions which cause them to mis-read
the prophecies, and thus they are prevented from grasping the grandeur, the greatness,
the clarity, and the fullness of the events depicted in the prophetic Word. Their
misconceptions blind their eyes to the true interpretation and compel them to believe that
it is necessary to wait until the events are fulfilled before there can be an understanding
of the prophetic outlines. The disciples did not understand the message they proclaimed.
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of heaven is at hand,” they preached with
enthusiasm, but they were looking “forward to the establishment of Messiah’s kingdom
at Jerusalem, to rule over the whole earth”. Their preconceived ideas concerning the
Messiah and His kingdom caused them to be blind to the very next verse (Daniel 9: 26),
to the one they based their message upon, and caused them to misunderstand the
words of Christ in which He sought to tell them of the tragic events which actually lay
before them.

The understanding of prophecy is based upon certain well defined principles, and
a disregard or neglect of these principles leads to their wrong interpretation. With a
knowledge of these Biblical laws of interpretation, laws which the Lord will teach anyone
desiring a knowledge of them, it is possible to clearly understand the fulfillment of future
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events, just as easily as astronomers can, by applying the laws governing celestial

motion, tell many months and years beforehand the position of heavenly bodies; or
scientists can determine beforehand what results will accrue from the application of
certain formulae in chemistry or physics or any other science.

12. Ancient Israel Knew Their Coming Deliverance

So Modern Israel Know Concerning Their Deliverance

From the days when the Lord revealed to Abraham the experiences of his seed,
the children of Abraham counted the passage of the years. No doubt as the years rolled
by, the outline of events revealed to Abraham leading to the establishment of the seed in
the promised land, would often be a theme for discussion. At the conclusion of his life,
Joseph reminded the Israelites of God’s promise to bring them into the promised land.
“His last words were, ‘God will surely visit you, and bring you out of this land unto the
land which He swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” And he took a solemn oath of
the children of Israel that they would carry up his bones with them to the land of Canaan.
And through the centuries of toil which followed, that coffin, a reminder of the dying
words of Joseph, testified to Israel that they were only sojourners in Egypt, and bade
them keep their hopes fixed upon the land of promise, for the time of deliverance would
surely come” (PP. 240).

As we are informed that the experiences of ancient Israel typify the experiences
of God’s remnant church (1 Corinthians 10:6,11, margins; Romans 15:4), we know that
the remnant church will be as well informed as ancient Israel were concerning the events
culminating with their deliverance.

“When the time of the promise drew nigh ... in which Moses was born” (Acts 7:
17, 20) that time was known because of God’s love in revealing it to Abraham four
centuries before. It was this revelation that made it possible for the parents of Moses to
act wisely in preparation for that coming deliverance. The Lord’s servant has written:
“The parents, believing that the time of Israel’s release was drawing near, and that God
would raise up a deliverer for His people, determined that their little one should not be
sacrificed. Faith in God strengthened their hearts, ‘they were not afraid of the king's
commandment’ (Hebrews 11: 23)" PP. 242, 243.

Thus we can see God’s wisdom and love in giving to Abraham a prophecy of the
future, for it was their understanding of that prophecy which enabled the parents of
Moses to prepare for the coming contest involving Moses and Pharaoh and the
deliverance of Israel.

When God called Moses to lead Israel to the promised land, He informed Moses
that the promise made to Abraham was about to be fulfilled, and Moses conveyed this
news to the leaders in Israel. The Lord told them how Pharaoh would refuse to let them
go, but would be compelled to do so later when God’s judgments became severe. These
plagues are set forth in the inspired Writings as types of the seven last plagues,
compare Exodus 7 to 12 with Revelation 16. “The plagues upon Egypt when God was
about to deliver Israel, were similar in character to those more terrible and extensive
judgments which are to fall upon the world just before the final deliverance of God’s
people” (GC. 627).

As we are explicitly informed that the plagues came upon Egypt because the
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Egyptians oppressed Israel and refused to let them go, and as those plagues were
related to the deliverance of Israel, so the seven last plagues will come upon the world
for its persecution of the church, and those plagues will be definitely related to the
deliverance of God’s people.

There is no need to wait until the seven last plagues are actually experienced
before obtaining definite knowledge of many details concerning events preceding and
during their outpouring. It should first be stressed that all the prophets have described
the final events of earth’s history, so that for those details we have the entire prophetic
Word. Unfortunately, in this regard, some confine themselves chiefly to the 16th chapter
of Revelation and thus fail to learn the amazing details the Lord has given throughout
His Word concerning this coming world crisis, when the powers of earth will be arrayed
against the people of God. As the writer already has given a number of those details in
his previous publications, the reader is referred to them for further facts. As the Lord
stated beforehand to the Egyptians how and why each plague would come, so He
informs the enemies of His people in the last days why He will send the plagues upon
them.

The Lord informed the Israelites that they would be preserved through the
plagues, and that they would be delivered at midnight (Exodus 11:4; 12:12, 29). Similarly
God’s people are assured that they will be preserved through the seven last plagues
(Psalm 91, etc.) and be delivered at midnight: “It is at midnight that God manifests His
power for the deliverance of His people.” (GC. 636; EW. 285).

Observe the following details which were made known to Moses and Israel
beforehand, enabling them to follow with interest, faith and action the unfolding of the
drama between God and Pharaoh, resulting in the midnight deliverance of God’s ancient
people.

One reason why some do not read the message of love sent by our heavenly
Father in the Revelator’s description of the seven last plagues, is because they fail to
comprehend the purpose for which those plagues will be sent. When commencing to
explain the seven last plagues, the Lord’s servant tells us why they will be sent: “God’s
judgments will be visited upon those who are seeking to oppress and destroy His
people” (GC. 627). When the Scriptures depicting these plagues are read in the light of
their relationship to God’s people, that they are sent upon their persecutors and relate
definitely to the deliverance of God’s people as did the plagues of Egypt, then will come
to the church a revelation of God’s love in outlining the events that will transpire as they
lead up to the deliverance of His people.

The Lord always stated His intentions clearly before His judgments fell, as may
be seen by reading the Scriptural records concerning Jonah being sent with a message
of warning to the inhabitants of Nineveh, of the prophets being raised up to inform the
people of the coming judgments upon Samaria, upon ,Jerusalem, upon Babylon, and
upon a number of other cities and empires. It is a grave mistake to declare that God’s
intentions cannot be known until they are fulfilled -such teaching is a libel upon the
character of God.

One of the purposes for which the Lord has raised up His remnant people is to
warn the world of the impending judgments. From Revelation 14:9-11 and Revelation 16,
and Revelation 18:4 it is perfectly clear that God expects His people to have a thorough
understanding of the plagues to be meted out to the transgressors of His law before they
fall, for the third angel's Message is specifically outlined to warn the world concerning
their coming. This fact has been emphasized by the servant of God, as may be observed
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in the following statement: “Men are not to be left in darkness concerning this important
matter; the warning against this [receiving the mark of the beast, despite the fearful
warning contained in the third angel’s Message] is to be given to the world before the
visitation of God's judgments, that all may know why they are to be inflicted, and have
opportunity to escape . . . The warning of the third angel, which forms a part of the same
threefold message, is to be no less widespread” (GC. 450).

Thus we are definitely informed that before probation closes the world will be
warned of the coming judgments, the seven last plagues, which are to come upon the
world for its rejection of God’s last-day Message. It would be most incongruous to
proclaim to the world that the little nation of Turkey is going to receive the wrath of God
in the 6th plague (for the 6th plague contains God’s wrath against some great sin)
because of the rejection by the world of God’s Message! No, when the time comes for
the proclamation of the final warning, Seventh-day Adventist preachers will then be
preaching the truth of the matter, namely, that the 6th plague, containing God’s wrath,
will fall upon the rejectors of the Sabbath Reform Message, who will at that time be
purposing to destroy all Sabbath keepers. Instead of waiting for this event to transpire,
God’s people will know the meaning of the drying up of the waters of the Euphrates the
multitudes (Revelation 17:1, 15) obeying the behest of their Babylonian overlords to slay
God’s people - and they will also proclaim its meaning to the world before probation
closes.

“Men are not to be left in darkness concerning this important matter . . . that all
may know why they are to be inflicted, and have opportunity to escape” (G.C. 450).

Moses was commissioned to inform Pharaoh the precise nature of the plagues
that would befall Egypt if he did not let Israel go. Observe the following from the pen of
God’s servant:

“Are we to wait until the fulfilment of the prophecies of the end before we say
anything concerning them? Of what value will our words be then? Shall we wait until
God’s judgments fall upon the transgressor before we tell him how to avoid them?
Where is our faith in the Word of God? Must we see things foretold come to pass before
we will believe what He has said? In clear, distinct rays light has come to us, showing us
that the great day of the Lord is near at hand, ‘even at the door’. Let us read and
understand before it is too late” (9T. 20).

13. God'’s Love for Ancient Israel

Detailed Revelations Concerning the Coming Crisis over the Sabbath, The
Plagues of Egypt, and Israel’'s Deliverance

It is God’s love that moves Him to reveal to those who fear Him, details
concerning the future so that they may make preparations for these coming events.
When the time had come to deliver Israel by the leadership of Moses, the Lord facilitated
the emancipator’s work by acquainting the leaders of Israel concerning the time and the
instrument of their deliverance. “The elders of Israel were taught by angels that the time
for their deliverance was near, and that Moses was the man whom God would employ to
accomplish this work. Angels instructed Moses also that Jehovah had chosen him to
break the bondage of his people” (PP. 245).

The following facts clearly show that it is God’s plan to inform His people

40





































































































































































