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Introduction

I FIRST heard of Allen Walker while interning in Wenatchee, Washington, soon
after being graduated from college. An elderly evangelist in possession of some
unusually effective reasoning on the law question credited him with its origin. I wrote
Walker and secured a copy of a privately printed book titled Law and the Sabbath.

So comprehensive were its analogies, so clear its presentation of the law-gospel
relationship, that when I attended the Seminary in 1953, I brought it to the attention of
friends, urging that it he printed. In the meantime the author had submitted the
manuscript to the Southern Publishing Association, and they, seeing its value, published
it in 1954 under the title The Law and the Sabbath. Gratefully received by ministers and
laymen alike, it has been called the “finest book on the subject in print.”

An indefatigable worker in the South until his death in 1955, Walker never passed
by an opportunity to witness for God. From his contacts with ministers of many
denominations came a unique grasp of numerous doctrines. Among his papers after his
death were found keen and incisive discussions of such subjects as “‘eternal security,”
“futurism,” “the conversion of the Jews,” “the rapture,” “the second chance doctrine,”
and the views of the Jehovah’s Witnesses on the “deity of Christ,” and His “second
coming.”

These are being published for the first time as chapters of this book. Because they
were not prepared to stand as successive chapters, some editing has been necessary. In
some instances quotations have been brought up to date. Chapters five and six have been
revised to provide a brief background to the questions discussed. Repetitious material-
present to some degree because the papers were not prepared to stand together-has been
deleted. In a few instances additional verses have been added to provide a more complete
coverage of the topic. However, in the main, the thinking and organization of the author
have been carefully preserved.

During my evangelistic and pastoral work I was called on many times to face the
issues discussed in this book. I am not aware of anything in print which handles the
questions with greater clarity or with more emphasis on Scripture. Last-day delusions are
stripped of their camouflage by a man who wielded the sword of the Spirit with
discrimination and power.
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1. Once Saved, Always Saved?

ONE OF the greatest deceptions of these closing days is the widespread teaching
that once a man has passed from a standing, of “condemnation” to a standing of
“justification,” he can never again come under condemnation before God to the extent of
being lost. It is claimed that no matter how completely he may afterward abandon himself
to drunkenness, thievery, adultery, profanity, or any other sin even if he should die while
practicing one or all of these sins-there is not the remotest possibility that he will be lost..
He may lose his fellowship, but he cannot lose his salvation.

According to this teaching, being born again does not necessarily lead to
discontinuance of sin. The instant a man believes in Christ and by faith accepts Him as
Savior, he receives eternal life. This being the case, no amount of subsequent sinning can
deprive him of this life. If a man dies in his sins, he is not damned; instead he is believed
to go to be with Jesus!

A leading champion of this theory has written: “God wants a clean people. And
they can be if they will humble themselves and confess their sins. To refuse to do so is to
invite the judgment of God in weakness and sickness, and persistent unrepentance may
result in the Lord taking them home, and then they will face the judgment seat of Christ.”
But on this very point Jesus said, “You ... shall die in your sins: whither I go, you cannot
come.” John 8:21.

The writer goes on: “Can the believer continue in sin and go unjudged?” He does
not ask, “Can the believer continue in sin without being lost?” Indeed he teaches that a
man can continue in sin until his last breath and still be saved. The Lord will visit
weakness and sickness upon a man to make him “clean,” but if he persists in wickedness,
then the Lord will take him “home.” There he will face the ‘Judgment seat of Christ,”
not, however, for the purpose of receiving condemnation. There and then the final
cleansing takes place before he is assigned a place in the kingdom. This is supposed to be
the significance of facing the “judgment seat of Christ.”

The difference between this belief and the Catholic doctrine of purgatory is not
great. In purgatory sinners are retained for a time to be cleansed from their sins before
they are admitted to heaven. In this belief they are cleansed at the judgment seat of Christ
before being assigned a place in the kingdom. According to Catholic theology, the sinner
must have all defilement removed before he can come into Christ’s presence. Thus
purgatory gives hope to those who die in their sins. In this belief the sinner comes before
Christ with his defilement. The Apostle John, writing of the New Jerusalem, wherein
Christ sits at the judgment seat, said, “There shall in no wise enter into it any thing that
defiles.” Revelation 21:27. Just what explanation is made of this verse and other similar
verses is not known.

1 once heard a preacher deliver a radio sermon on the prodigal son in which he
emphasized that the prodigal “never ceased to be his father’s son.” Meeting him after the
broadcast and knowing him to be a believer in the once-saved, always-saved doctrine, I
said, “This son wasted his living with harlots. Suppose he had died while living that
way?” His unhesitating reply was, “He would have gone straight to heaven.” Holding the
doctrine he did, he could not consistently answer otherwise.

The problem is, How can this view be made consistent with Scripture? John said,

























































































































































